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~ Quote of the Week ~
"Failure to prepare is preparing to fail”- Author Unknown

Friday April 3™ Cross Country Day/ Last day of Term 1 - (2.30pm
finish)
Monday April 20™ First Day of Term 2
Wednesday - Friday April 29™ - May 1*' Narmbool School Leadership Camp

Principals Message

Dear Parents/Guardians,

The focus of Kambrya College is on supporting and challenging every student fo achieve their very best and to
continually improve their learning.

An important part of this focus is the partnership between school and home, between teacher and parent or
guardian. Round Table Conferences play a key role in this partnership and it was for this reason that 9 hours of
time in each of Terms 1, 2, and 3 were dedicated to meeting and discussing the student’s achievements, progress and
strategies for improvement. Students were expected to attend the interviews with their parents, and to contribute
to the discussions about their progress and any strategies for continued improvement.

For 2009, these arrangements must change in order to ensure that the College complies with the new Department
of Education and Early Childhood Development (DEECD) Guidelines and with the guidelines regarding teacher
workload contained in the Victorian Government Schools Agreement. This has meant that the College has had to trim
back the after school meetings schedule in order to provide the time for the Round Table Conferences.

The new arrangements for our Round Table Conferences on Monday 27 April and Wednesday, 29 April are as
follows:

3:00 pm Classes conclude
4:00 pm Afternoon Interviews begin
7:00 pm Interviews conclude

Lunch will be shortened to enable this.

These arrangements will reduce the time available for interviews by four hours and I apologise for this reduction in
access brought about by the new Pupil Free Days Guidelines. Round Table Conferences will now be run twice a year
rather than three times as we have previously. However, I wish to again stress the importance of the Round Table
Conferences and encourage you fo attend, along with your child. I remind you fo also contact with your child's
teachers via telephone or e-mail when you wish to discuss his or her progress.

If you have any questions regarding the interviews, please contact either myself or other members of the Principal
Team: John Shaw, Nalini Naidu or Joanne Wastle.

Michael Muscat
Principal
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As part of our focus on student achievement we are
running a writing competition in the college. Any
students who are interested need to see Ms. Simmons.

Several students still do not have the required novels.
Could parents please make this a priority or contact
your child's English teacher to try to sort out a
solution. It severely hampers a student's progress if
they do not have access to the relevant texts and
others have already finished reading it. We are
underway on assessment across many year levels and
students who are having difficulty accessing
resources need fo work with their teachers to find
solutions.

There is some information in the study room in D
block for VCE students about the VCAA Plain English
Speaking Award competition. Students who are
interested in participating can take a flyer. I
encourage students to do this as it helps with their
progress in English.

As we head fowards the end of first term students
will be getting holiday homework. I ask for parent
support in ensuring that this homework is completed
before the students return.

Ms. Robinson-Lay - Head of English

There is a writing competition operating through
'‘Writing 4 Fun'. For the winners and runners up there
are some great prizes like I-pods and Wii's. In
addition, the winning student will win $500 as well as a
donation for their school. All budding authors are
encouraged fo enter the competition. The categories
are 'poetry and fictional short stories’(genre is non-
specific) If you would like to enter the competition
please see Ms. Simmons in A block on Thursday at
lunchtime in A4, with a sample of your work, but be
quick, the competition closes March 31°". All writers
welcome! If you know about a writing competition,
spread that word because we want to know!

Ms. Simmons

Humanities News

As part of the year 8 unit * Whose land is it anyway?"
each year 8 home group studies a different country.
Students investigate various aspects of the country's
culture, economy, political situation and history.
Harmony day is held at the end of term where every
class presents their country to other year 8 students.
This unit encourages appreciation of other cultures
where students work in tfeams and complete

independent research by using initiative and research
skills.

Ms. Easson - Head of Humanities

Welcome to the wonderful world of mathematics for
2009! We hope that you and your child are settling
into this year's mathematics and that you as parents
are learning yourselves along the way!

VCE Mathematics

Our very first SAC's for both Year 11 and 12 subjects
are being held around this time. It has been great to
see that some of our students have been utilising
their study opportunities to improve their results. It
is important fo remember that constant study and
revision are the keys to success in assessment
situations, and parental support and encouragement
are fantastic ways to help students achieve their
best. Each of our VCE students have a yearly planner
of what topics we are covering and when the major
assessment tasks are coming up, so make sure you
have read through this with your child so you are
aware of what is coming up in the weeks ahead.

The Later Years Mathematics feam understands that
students of all levels and abilities will require
additional support outside of class time to help them
achieve their best. Our study room in D5 is open
every morning from 8am and students are more than
welcome to make appointments with their teachers
during this, or other times, to assist them in
completing homework and revision. Please contact
your child's classroom teacher, or alternatively Miss
Day, at the College if you would like to arrange some
time for your child to meet with their teacher outside
of class time.

Middle Years Mathematics

On Demand Testing and NAPLAN

Students in Years 7 to 9 have been working through
On Demand testing, an assessment program through
the Department of Education, to assist teachers in
developing relevant teaching and learning programmes
for your children. This information is now available to
teachers and will be part of the upcoming round table
discussions you will have with your child’'s mathematics
teacher. This will also form part of our overall
assessment program which includes the NAPLAN
testing, which will be happening for year 7 and 9
students in the second week of May. If you would like
more information about your students progress and
how to support them, please feel free to contact your
child's classroom teacher or Miss Sarah Day at the
College.

Miss. Day - Head of Maths



Congratulations to Dylan Quirk of year
10 for making the U/16 Australian School
Boys Cricket Team! Dylan is a
wicketkeeper and a very handy batsman
i1 who was selected for this team through
his performance in the Victorian Team. This is an
outstanding achievement and we wish all the best to
Dylan when he tours internationally later this year!

A reminder that the next whole-school sport event is
the Cross Country on Friday April 3™, This event will
be held at Krystal Brook Park and is a compulsory
school day for students in years 7-10. Only
competitors from year 11 and 12 will be allowed to
attend. Students need to bring lunch for the
afternoon.

Miss. Mudrinsky - Head of Sport

LOTE News

We would like to welcome Mr Nakamura and Ms Mitsui
from Hatsushiba Sakai Junior High School, our sister
school in Osaka, Japan. They are accompanying a group
of 23 students who are taking part in a two-week
home stay program. During their stay they will enjoy a
variety of activities such as footy, cookie making,
painting, kite flying, and much more.

We hope all the students will be able o build up
strong friendships not only with their host brothers
and sisters, but also with other students here at
Kambrya College. We really appreciate our sister
school's relationship in Japan, therefore we hope to
bring our schools closer by creating an even stronger
sister school relationship.

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank
everyohe at Hatsushiba Sakai Junior High School for
raising around 1,500 Dollars for the bushfire victims.
This is a wonderful gesture that we are grateful for.

Another big thank you goes to all the host families
and staff members from Kambrya College who have
kindly opened their homes to welcome our sister
school's students. We wish them all a wonderful time
and frust they will create unforgettable memories
during their time together.

Ms. Lindeberg - Head of LOTE

The Arts News

This term has certainly flown. There have been many
interesting things started which will be the beginning
of larger and more exciting projects.

Music has begun band rehearsals for Concert Band,
RNDM JZ (pronounced Random Jazz) and Junior
Concert Band. Hopefully this will aid in the
development of our young budding musicians.

Rock Eisteddfod has also got of f to a great start this
year. The team has been chosen and roles are being
cast. Students have made a start on sets and props
and costumes are being designed. Any parents
(whether your child is a participant or not) are more
than welcome to get involved in set creation, props or
costume making. If you are interested please contact
the school and state your interest and I will get back
to you with details of how you can be a part of this
huge event. The choreography is being taught to the
students and they are all working hard to learn the
steps. They are preparing for an August heat at the
Hisense (formally Vodafone) Arena. This is a
fantastic opportunity and an experience these kids
will never forget.

VCE Arts based subjects have begun organising
excursions to the VCE Season of Excellence to allow
students to view the A+ performances, designs and
works from last years' Victorian students for their
designated subjects. This gives our students a great
opportunity to see what is expected of them over the
year and helps them fo set their goals. We are very
privileged to have one of our own students being a
part of this. Benjamin Fleming was selected to be a
part of the Top Design works for his Multimedia
assignment from last year. For more information
about what is on visit
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/excellenceawards/seasono
fexcellence/index.html.

Students who are completing a Visual Arts subject are
welcome to take the opportunity for some one on one
help with Mrs Bond and Ms Carroll on Mondays at
lunchtime. They are able to use this as a catch up
session or if they would like to progress with their
portfolios. For more information please speak to your
Art teacher. Most Arts subjects (Visual and
Performing) are beginning lunchtime and afterschool
sessions with their students to enable further
development outside of the classroom and individual
attention. Please speak fo your subject teachers if
you would like to get involved..

Miss. Munaweera - Head of Arts
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Music News

Lessons have started for all instruments except voice.
Voice lessons will hopefully begin at the start of next
term. For those students who have paid for voice
lessons, these fees will carry over for fee payment of
Term 2.

Teachers and the days that they are in at the College
are as follows.

Monday: Adrian Violi - Percussion

Tuesday: David Robinson - Guitar and Bass
Wednesday: David Robinson - Guitar and Bass

Adrian Violi - Percussion

Damian Maughan - Brass

Beginner woodwind classes have begun and they are
rotating between Thursdays and Fridays. Those
continuing woodwind will receive regular lessons
beginning term 2.

Concert Band has begun and it should be noted that
there is a change of time and day for these
rehearsals. All woodwind and brass students who are
not beginners MUST attend Concert Band rehearsals,
which are on a Monday from 3:30 - 4:30pm in E1.

ALL beginners must attend the Junior Band
rehearsals that will start in Term 2. These rehearsals
will be at 8am until 8:45am in E1 on Friday mornings.

Roz Bishop - Head of Music

Stolen Bike

Last Thursday the 12™ March, a SE Wildman X-Pert
08 model bike was stolen from the bike shed at
school. It is less than a year old, dark green, has
silver dust caps, no front brakes and black pegs on the
front. There are identifiable scratches on the
handlebars, brakes and frame.

A $50 reward is offered for the return of the bike or
to anyone with information leading to the whereabouts
of the bike.

Please Contact:

Lucas Grozdanovski on: 0435107463 (or)

Mr Muscat or Mrs Oliver on: 9702 6266

Student Achievement - Adrian Harper-Gomm

Adrian Harper-Gomm is an inspiring young student in
the "High Achievers Program” at Kambrya College.
Gifted Education co-ordinator, Rachael de Kretser,
facilitates the program. Students in the program have
been engaged in an analysis of the catastrophic
effects of the recent bush fires and were challenged
to use visual stimulus to write personal texts such as a
poem to convey their emotions. Adrian's poem, set to
music by Coldp/ay and beautifully accompanied by
graphic reminders of the devastation and despair
caused by the fires, nonetheless captured an element
of hope and human endeavour. At a recent staff-

briefing Adrian was
acknowledged and commended
by the principal Michael

Muscat on his impassioned
response to the bush fires.

Adrian’s Poem:

The Fire's Arrived...

The crackling sound of fire in the hot, breezy air,
Heat so intense that nobody can bear.

The thick pluming smoke resembles cumulus clouds,
The flickering, burning flames in which it shrouds.
Taste the soot on your dry, cracked tongue,

The fire's nearing, the warning bells have rung.

The Fire's Past...

The landscape is blackened and badly charred,

Many lives lost and countless souls scarred.

Such horrid devastation in many country towns,
Wildlife severely burnt and singed for miles around.
The hazy filled skies are widespread with smoke,
These Black Saturday bushfires are far from a joke.
Many are left homeless with nothing to spare,

Thank goodness the world pitches in and shows how
much they care.

T he Ianc]scape issblackened and
}Jac”y charred.

b
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2009 INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR SCHOOLS (ICAS)
SCIENCE

Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the 2009 ICAS Science Competition. For over 20 years ICAS has taken place each year in schools throughout
Australia. Your child is invited to participate in 2009.

ICAS provides an opportunity for all Years 3 — 12 students to gain a measure of their own achievement in an external
testing situation. It provides teachers, parents and students with comprehensive reporting of results in Science.

All students receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they answered correctly
and their score compared with the rest of the students tested. The tests are an excellent preparation for National tests and
the student report is useful for highlighting your child’s strengths and weaknesses. The UNSW certificate and individual
student report are also suitable for your child to include in a portfolio.

High quality UNSW certificates are awarded for each year level as follows:
= High Distinction to the top 1% of entrants
= Distinction to the next 10% of entrants
=  Credit to the next 25% of entrants
= Participation to all other participating students.

All students who achieve the highest score in each year level receive a UNSW medal. These medals are presented at
either a Medal Presentation Ceremony or at a school assembly. Students must sit on the official sitting dates to be eligible
for a medal.

The entry fee per student is as follows:
Science — 10 June 2009 Cost: $6.00

Please return the permission slip and entry fee to the office by: 8" May, 2009

To assist your child to prepare for the competition past test papers are available from Mrs Oliver at Kambrya College.

For more information please visit the EAA website at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au.

2009 ICAS - SCIENCE COMPETITION
PERMISSION SLIP

Please return this section to the office.

| give permission for my child of

Child’"s Name Class
To participate in the 2009 ICAS SCIENCE COMPETITION:
Please find enclosed $6.00 entry fee.

Name of Parent/Guardian: Date

Signature of Parent/Guardian:
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