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Important Dates for Term 1 2012 
 

February   

29
th

  Wednesday Parent Teacher Conferences & Yr 11 Netbook Rollout sessions 

March   

12
th

  Monday Labour Day Public Holiday 

17
th

  Saturday Working Bee 

19
th

 – 30
th

  Monday – Friday Hatsushiba Junior High School Osaka Japan – exchange students visit 

27
th

  Tuesday Yr 7 Immunisations 
 

Principal’s Message 
 

Dear Parents 
 

Nominations for positions on our School Council are now open.   On this occasion, we have three 
vacancies for parent representatives and one vacancy for a representative employed by the Education 
Department.   The Council also has the ability to co-opt two Community Members – one of whom is 
generally a student.   If you are interested in nominating for School Council, please find the information 
under the heading “Schedule 4:  Notice of Election and Call for Nominations” below. 
 

Kambrya College has been very well served by Wendy Kerr, Ian George and Ian Lorimer who make up 
the retiring parent representatives.   They have continued in the fine tradition of being alert, well 
connected and very positive representatives on our School Council.   I would like to pay a special tribute 
to Wendy Kerr who has been a parent representative on our Council for each of the ten years that 
Kambrya College has been operating.   Even before the College was built Wendy was on the Planning 
Committee which guided the development of the College in many ways.   Over the years Wendy has 
made an amazing contribution as a parent who is passionate about our College.   Perhaps Wendy will 
express interest in being co-opted to a position as a Community representative in the new Council. 

 
Michael Muscat 
Principal 
 

Schedule 4: Notice of Election and Call for Nominations 
 

An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Kambrya College.  
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school (General Office) and must be lodged by  
4.00 pm on Friday the 2 March 2012.  
Nominations will be displayed on Monday 5 March at the General Office at Kambrya College. If there are 
more nominations than vacancies, ballot papers will also be posted to all parents on this day. 
The ballot will close at 4.00 pm on Wednesday 14 March 2012.  
 

The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open 
for election are as follows:  
 

Membership category  Term of office  Number of positions  

Parent member  From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2012 to and 
inclusive of the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2014 

3 

DEECD employee 
member  

From the day after the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2012 to and 
inclusive of the date of the 
declaration of the poll in 2014 

1 
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Student Accident Insurance Arrangements 
 

Please note that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance for students. Parents and 
guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including any 
transport costs. These costs may be recoverable where an injury is caused by the negligence 
(carelessness) of the Department, a school council or their employees or volunteers. 

Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover a range 
of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. 

The Department cannot advise parents/guardians on whether to purchase a student accident policy or 
which policy to purchase. It is recommended that they seek assistance in this matter with their insurance 
broker or find a suitable personal accident insurer in the Yellow Pages or online.  

Personal Goods Brought to School at Owner's Risk 
 Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include 

mobile phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, musical instruments, sporting equipment, and 
cars parked on school premises.  

 The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not hold insurance for 
personal property brought to schools and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such 
property. 

 We would like to remind students and parents/guardians of this. Staff and students are 
discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.   

 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES/SCHOOL REPORTS News 
 
 
 

Please be advised that prior to your appointment time, 
parents must collect their child/s school report/s from: 

Room No B1 (B Block). 
 

NETBOOK ROLLOUT News 
 

Year 11 Sessions 29th February: 10:30-11:30am, 2-3pm, 4:30-5:30pm, 6-7pm 
 

Any Yr 7 – Yr 10 student who has not yet received their Netbook please attend one of these sessions 
 

 The student and ONE of their parents must attend one of the four designated information sessions. 

 Netbooks will be distributed to students immediately after attendance at a formal student/parent information session.  

 The year 11 sessions will run on the same day as the Round Table Conferences (RTC) on Wednesday 29th February. Sessions 

will run during break times of the RTC so that parents can maximise opportunities to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s 

progress.  

 Late admission will not be accepted into any session 

 

Parents are required to bring a photocopy of photo identification – drivers licence, passport, student ID. In the event that 

photo ID is not available, any of the following documents can be brought as proof of identification: rates notice, telephone 

account, gas or electricity account. The session will take the following format: 

1. Parents and students must enter the library through the external doors. Parents will collect the Acceptable Use Policy and 

NSSCF personalised contract from staff situated near the doors prior to the commencement of the formal session 

2. Parents requiring a photocopy of their ID will be required to go to the photocopier in the library where a designated staff 

member will make the required copy. Please use this as a last option. It is preferable to come prepared with the required 

photocopy. 

3. Parent and student will proceed into the library for the formal presentation. The half hour presentation will provide an 

overview of the obligations of the Contract and Acceptable Use Agreement 

4. At the conclusion of the formal information session, parents and students will be invited to sign their contract/user 
agreement and proceed to the classroom adjacent to the theatre to collect their designated netbook.  Netbooks will be 
distributed in line with the following process:  

 Parent and student present signed documentation at collection point 

 Parent provides photocopy of photo ID 

 Asset /student ID/netbook serial number sticker put on parent copy of agreement 

 Netbook given to student 

 Netbooks will not be distributed to a student in the absence of their parent/guardian.   

Please mark these important dates in your diary as attendance at the information session is required prior to receipt of the netbook.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL News 
 

On Monday 20th February the Gonski Review into the funding of schools in Australia was 

released. This report has called for, amongst other things, an increased level of funding into 
state run schools all around Australia. This is an issue that the whole Kambrya College 
community would wish to give their unequivocal support. At Kambrya College we are very proud 
of our students our staff and our educational programs. But our State Schools are significantly 
disadvantaged in relation to schools in the non state sectors in terms of resources.   Over recent 
years, I believe that those arrangements have eroded a fundamental principle of our Australia 
way of life - that of equality of opportunity; a fair go for all. 
 
To coincide with the release of this Review, Kambrya was visited by the „For Our Future‟ 
campaign bus. (Over the past few days, the “campaign bus” had toured through Queensland, 
New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory and Victoria, stopping at schools along the 
way.) On board the bus were representatives from the Australian Education Union including 
Victorian Branch President Mary Bluett as well as representatives from Parents Victoria. We 
were also visited by the Federal MP for La Trobe, Laura Smyth. The College hosted a lunch for 
our guests and staff, which provided an opportunity for Ms. Bluett and Ms. Smyth to speak to 
staff about the importance of this review, and to call on the wider school community to show 
their support for the findings of the Review. Our student leaders, Josh Lipari, Kelly Lenahan, Ife 
Ogidan, Tejasvini Buharni and Kate Campbell also had the opportunity to speak with Ms. Bluett 
and Ms. Smyth. They shared their views, and spoke with passion about their futures and the 
value of education in their lives and futures. The bus then departed for Berwick Fields Primary 
School at about 2.30pm where the campaign continued. It is hoped that the visit will generate 
strong and positive publicity for the campaign to increase federal funding of state schools.   
 
The campaign is not over yet though – the Prime Minister has made it clear that she will not do 
anything until a further round of community consultation takes place. The Federal Funding 
Review has already had 18 months of consultation and Kambrya College, through the AEU Sub 
Branch, sent in a submission to be included in the Review. We now need parents and the wider 
community to send their support for the Review directly to the Prime Minister. You can do this 
through http://forourfuture.org.au/, where you can also read more about the campaign and its 
importance to public education in Australia. 
 
Michael Muscat and Cameron Denham 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

http://forourfuture.org.au/


SPORTS News 
 

Senior Boys Cricket 
 

Our senior boys‟ cricket team competed on Thursday 9th February, playing two games, the first of which 
was against Fountain Gate Secondary College, this game was won convincingly by 8 wickets.   The 
second was against Berwick Secondary College, this was always going to be a tougher match, we won 
the toss and sent Berwick SC into bat first.   The boys bowled and fielded very well, with just a few 
dropped catches early but they came home strong keeping Berwick SC to 109 runs.   It all came down to 
the last over with us needing 11 runs to take the win,  unfortunately we gave away 3 wickets and came 
up a little short. 
I would like to congratulate the boys on their behaviour and their effort it was outstanding and you 
proudly represented Kambrya. 
 

Shayne Kendall 
Inter School Sports Coordinator 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

ART News 
 

In preparation for their self-portrait drawings and 
paintings, year 7 Art students have been exploring paint 
and colour.  They have developed a colour wheel and 
explored primary, secondary and tertiary colours by 
developing a range of realistic skin tones.  
 
 

Mrs Kerrilee Pearson 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CAREERS News 
 

Defence Technical Scholarships 

 The Department of Defence is offering 1500 Defence Technical Scholarships (DTS) for students in 
Years 11 and 12 undertaking a technical trade pathway. 

 The DTS has been designed to encourage students to stay at school and complete Year 11 and 12 
whilst studying mathematics and technical trade subjects. It is focused on students undertaking a 
technical trade pathway, not a tertiary pathway. 

 The DTS provides $2000 for Year 11 and $3000 for Year 12 students and is paid in one cheque at the 
start of Term 2. 

 There is no commitment for DTS recipients to join the Australian Defence Force (ADF); however, 
students must demonstrate an interest in ADF Technical Trades to complete the application 
process. 

Critical Dates 

 The application period closes midnight 9 March 2012. 

 The scholarship is paid in one cheque at the start of Term 2, 2012. 

Any student interested please see Mr Feher in Careers 
 



 

VET News 

VET SPORT & RECREATION 
2012 has seen the introduction of VET Sport and Recreation at both year 10 and year 11. We currently have 
40 students enrolled in the subject and throughout the year they will have the opportunity to work in a 
variety of Sport and Recreation environments.  
 
The first event they organised was the Berwick Fields Primary School 
swimming carnival. On Wednesday 15th February the students went to 
Pakenham Pool. They had the opportunity to fulfil a variety of roles 
from starting marshal, finishing judge, timekeepers and results. As it 
was a warm day, the most popular job was ‘rescuer’, with students 
having to swim along next to some swimmers and provide 
encouragement, getting them to complete the 50m. All students 
represented Kambrya with pride, acting in a professional manner and 
doing a fantastic job to ensure the smooth running of the carnival, even 
when presented with the issue of trying to remove a duck from the 
pool! Highlight of the day would have been Adrian Matotek and Jayden 
Young taking on a primary school student in 50m freestyle and being 
beaten quite convincingly.  
 
The day was a great rehearsal for the students who have spent the past few weeks preparing for Kambrya’s 
upcoming swimming carnival. We are confident they will do a superb job at our swimming carnival! 
 

Miss Barfoot & Mr Wilson 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM FOR SALE 
 

All items $10 each or $90 for the lot 
Please contact Narelle on 0437 836 471 

 

Short Sleeve Shirt (with School logo)  Long Sleeve White Shirt Sport Shorts  
Size 10 x 2, Size 12 x 2   Size 12 x 1 & Size 14 x 1 Size 12 x 1 & Size 14 x 1 
 
Sport Shirt (Green House)  Grey Long Pants 
Size 12 x 1    Size 12 x 1 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM FOR SALE 
 

All items are New or 'as new' in immaculate condition. All items were purchased new from Graeme Booth, 

Beaconsfield. 
 

1 x Girls Winter check skirt, Size 10, NEW $40. (ret $58.50) 
1 x Navy embroidered shorts, Size XS, as new, $15. (ret $27.50) 

1 x Winter sportswear track pants Size 14y, as new, $25. (ret $46.) 

1 x Summer Dress, Size 10, New but washed, $45. (ret $73.95) 

1 x Green embroidered polo sports top, Size 14, NEW in bag, $25. (ret $36.) 
1 x Yellow embroidered polo sports top, Size 14, as new, $15. (ret $36.) 

1 x Kambrya embroidered navy polar fleece zip jacket, Size 14, as new, immaculate, $35. (ret $51.50) 
 

Bulk lot price $200. That’s over $100 saving for items purchased brand new and still NEW or in 'as new' 

immaculate condition, would suit Yr 7-8 student. 
 

Thank you 
Melanie Maher 

0449 234 537 / melmah4@gmail.com 
 

Financial assistance for parents/guardians with children commencing Prep or Year 7 in 2012 

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA): 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided by the Victorian Government to low-income families to help with 
education-related costs. 

If you have a child under 16, and hold a valid Health Care Card, Pension Card, or are a foster parent, you may be eligible 
to receive the EMA. The allowance is split evenly between the parent and the school, and is paid in two instalments, one 
in March and one in August. 

In 2012, the total annual amount is $235 for primary students and $470 for secondary students – these amounts are split 
evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.   

School Start Bonus: 

The School Start Bonus is provided by the Victorian Government to assist low-income families with the costs associated 
with their child starting Prep or Year 7 at a government or non-government school. 

If you hold a valid Health Care Card, Pension Card, or are a foster parent, and you have a child starting Prep or Year 7,  
you may be eligible to receive this one-off $300 payment. 

The School Start Bonus will be paid by Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) into your nominated bank account. 

The School Start Bonus is separate, and additional to the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA). 

How to Apply: Contact the school office to complete an application form for the EMA/School Start Bonus. 

Closing Date: Parents/guardians with prep or year 7 children commencing in 2012 need to lodge an EMA/School Start 
Bonus form  up until 29 February 2012. 
For more information about the School Start Bonus and the EMA, visit www.education.vic.gov.au/aboutschool/financial/ 

Education Tax Refund: 

The Education Tax Refund is a Commonwealth Government tax refund to help with the cost of educating primary and 

secondary school children. Eligible parents, carers, legal guardians and independent students can be reimbursed for half 

the cost of items such as computers, educational software, textbooks and stationery. 

For more information about the Education Tax Refund, visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au/ 

mailto:melmah4@gmail.com
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For your URGENT Attention!.... 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians/Carers,  
 
It has come to my attention that some students in the school may have head lice and I seek 
your cooperation in checking your child‟s hair this week   
 
Head lice do not transmit infectious diseases – they are transmitted by having head to head 
contact with someone who has head lice.  
You may be reassured to know that head lice are commonly found in places other than at 
Kambrya College   
Head lice are common in school-aged children and are the most adaptable of creatures. They 
have survived living solely on humans for 10,000 years!!!!  
 
What can you do?  
I seek your cooperation in checking your child‟s hair and in those instances where head lice or 
eggs are found, treating your child‟s hair.  
 
Please see the attached pamphlet Treating and Controlling Head Lice, from the Department of 
Human Services. This pamphlet has informative guidelines regarding detecting and treating 
head lice and eggs.  
 
How do I treat my child for head lice?  
The attached pamphlet (as noted above) has informative guidelines regarding detecting and 
treating head lice and eggs.   
 
If head lice or eggs are found on your child‟s hair you need to inform:  

 the school and advise when the treatment has started,   

 parents or carers of your child’s friends so they too have the opportunity to detect and treat 

their children if necessary.  
 
When can my child return to school? 
Health regulations requires that where a child has head lice, that child should not return to 
school until the day after appropriate treatment has started. Please note, this refers only to 
those children who have live head lice and does not refer to head lice eggs. 
 
Kambrya College is aware that head lice can be a sensitive issue and is committed to 
maintaining your confidentiality.  
Yours Sincerely, 

 
Joanne Wastle 

Assistant Principal 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 


