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Dear Parents and Guardians
As we approach the end of the eleven week long term two, I would like to express my
gratitude to our teachers and Principal team on the tremendous efforts they have made in
the first half of 2016. Personally, I am in awe of the energy, enthusiam and professionalism
that I am so fortunate to be surrounded by at Kambrya College. Congratulations also to
our students, especially our new cohort at Year 7 who have passed through the challenges
of a major transition prcess exceedingly well. Our thoughts are also with the two bus
loads of Year 10 students currently participating on the traditional Central Australia Trip.
On Tuesday 21 June, the final episode of “Revolution School” was shown on ABC
television. (if you have missed any part of the series it is still available online on iView).
This has been a tremendous project for our school community. Its major strength has
been to show the complex work of teaching as well as the very caring climate that has
been established at our school. The response from the broader Australian community
has been most positive. Please take a look at one email which was sent to us the other
day. In the weeks and months ahead we enter the post “Revolution School” phase of
our story. It will involve renewing our efforts to Maximise the Potential of each Student.
I wish all students and staff a very well earned winter break.
Michael Muscat
Principal

We are saddened by the passing of Nicole Niddrie on Tuesday 21st June. Although Nicole
had only been with us for a short time, she had made strong friendships with a significant
number of students from across the school. She will be sadly missed by our community.
We are aware that many of the students will want to attend Nicole’s funeral. We will
notify you of the details via email as soon as they are available. We would encourage
parents to support their children over the coming days and weeks; this includes ensuring
that they are appropriately supported by an adult if they attend the funeral.
Should your child require any support over the school holidays please connect them with
one of the following services:
LIfeline			
Kids Helpline			
eheadspace			
Headspace Narre Warren

Warm Regards

ent Teacher Conferences

Friday 24th June
Last Day of Term 2
Early Dismissal - 2.30pm
Monday 11th July
First Day of Term 3
Tuesday 19th July
Parent and Friends Group AGM
Friday 22nd - Saturday 23rd July
School Production
Monday 25th - Friday 29th July
Year 9 City Program
(Warin and Mirrim)
Tuesday 26th - Friday 29th July
Year 10 Course Direction Interviews
(classes run as normal)

Dear Parents and Guardians,

•
•
•
•

Key Dates

131114
1800 551 800
1800 650 890
1800 367 968

Monday 1st - Friday 5th August
Year 9 City Program
(Bulen and Gwonawa)
Monday 8th - Friday 12th August
Year 7 Forest Edge Camp
Monday 15th August
Student FREE day
Professional Learning Day
Monday 7th September
Parent Teacher Conferences
Student FREE day
Monday 12th - Friday 16th August
Year 8 Tasmania Camp

Joanne Wastle
Assistant Prinicpal
68 Bemersyde Dr, Berwick, VIC 3806
Phone: 9707 7600
Fax: 9702 6277
Email: kambrya.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.kambryacollege.com
CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K

Message regarding “Revolution School” from Sydney
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2016 8:06 PM
To: Kambrya College
Subject: Encouragement from an Australian interested in
Education

I hope this gives you some understanding as to why I
am so moved and impressed by what you are doing at
Kambrya College. The professionalism of authentically
caring teachers, the setting of high standards combined
with an unwavering determination to encourage every
student to aim high, the reading programme, the mental
health programme, classes designed to assist students
with particular problems, classes for high achieving
students, and the desire to create a very positive school
culture all combine to create something bigger than
the sum of all these parts. I am so deeply moved and
encouraged by all this.

Dear Principal, Leadership Team and Student Leaders,
I have just watched the final ABC TV documentary
featuring your school, and I am enthralled by what you
are doing. I could do no other than to express my deep
respect for what you are all seeking to do in concert with
one another. The changes your school has made in order
to improve educational and social outcomes for students
are manifestly both profound and necessary.

Were I closer geographically to the school I’d offer to help
in any way I could, such is the depth of my admiration for
what you are seeking to achieve. I’d also send any of my
children there in a heartbeat.

It is my fervent hope that what you have done and are
doing will inspire other schools to do the same.
I should like the student leaders featured in the
documentary to know how moved I was to see them
aspire to the positions they hold and then to be appointed
or elected. They are worthy of these positions, and no
doubt will have contributed a great deal to the school,
to the lives of other students and to the teachers’
understanding of the student body’s needs.

Please know that many in the wider Australian community
think that what you are doing matters and that you fill us
with hope.
With every good wish and deep admiration,
Philip Griffin.

My time at school was largely very unhappy. I grew up
in a very affluent part of Sydney where the sub-culture
highlighted external appearances. The rhetoric at school
was all about excellence, our school dress code was very
formal, and we were punished severely, often physically
for minor infractions of the school’s rules. Student
leaders were not chosen wisely and consequently they
were not taken seriously.
Beneath the surface of this disciplined school community
was an ugly, dark, dysfunctional set of relationships as
students railed against aloof teachers. Students who
weren’t socially adept were mercilessly bullied, and
many bore the deep scars for the rest of their lives.
Those students who struggled academically or socially
were not helped, and those like me who had overbearing
parents slowly switched off to learning.
At the end of my schooling I barely matriculated to
university, even though, as I discovered a few years later,
I should have been one of the higher achieving students
academically. To be sure the occasional teacher took
the effort to understand and motivate me, but, sadly,
this was the exception not the rule. I now have post
graduate degree; but there were wasted years because
of my unhappy time at school.
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Year 8 and Year 9 Chinese Excursion
On Wednesday 15th June students from the Year 8 and
Year 9 Mandarin class went on excursion to the Chinese
museum in Chinatown Melbourne. At the start of their tour,
students participated in a session of paper cutting of Chinese
symbols. Each of them made the symbols of ‘Spring’ (a
popular ornament for the ceremony during Spring Festival)
and ‘Double Happiness’ (which is used for decoration for the
wedding). Following the museum tour guide, students learnt
about the settlement history of Chinese migration during

the Gold Rush. The display of the tradition and customs
of Chinese food, worshiping, clothing, and trade really
attracted the students’ attention. After having a Chinese
lunch in a Chinese restaurant, students walked down Little
Bourke Street where they sighted landmarks in China town
and learnt stories of the Chinese migrants in 19th Century.

Mr Yu Liang
Chinese Teacher
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Athlete
Development
Program
(ADP)
What a sensational start that we have had to our first
Semester of the Athlete Development Program. So many
highlights and a lot of hard work from our students. The
bar has been set extremely high for years to come with
the majority of the student’s effort, attitude, behaviour
and classwork all being of high standard. What is most
impressive is not only their commitment to their training
and sport, but the commitment and effort they have all put
in to their class tasks, highlighted by their Fundamental
Motor Skills presentations which were exceptionally good.
The Wednesday morning training sessions have given
the teachers an opportunity to see first-hand the effort
the students put into their training. All students have
turned up every Wednesday morning with a fantastic
attitude, every session have given 100% and as a result
we are seeing improvements across the board. We have
no doubt these improvements are being noticed in their
sport on the weekends.
We have had so many great people coming in to work
with the students. This has provided an opportunity for
them to ask questions and learn off elite people who have
been at the top of their sports. Former Richmond Coach
Jeff Gieschen, former Vixen and ANZ championship player
Sarah Wall and state basketball coach Trevor Burnette have
all been regular visitors and have helped in developing
the student’s skills, as well as sharing their experiences
of success and challenges through their own personal
journeys. We have also been lucky enough to have Ryan
Waight as a regular guest working with the students on
attitude and leadership. Ryan has worked with numerous
athletes including former Australian cricketer Adam
Gilchrist and world champion surfer Layne Beachley to
name a couple. Dietician Ola Luczak has been discussing
the importance of nutrition and is giving the students all
the knowledge they need to make healthy choices. We
have also been lucky enough to have Australian Diamond
netballer Liz Watson in to run a session with the group.

experience that they will not forget for a long time.
We have also had some significant achievements from
our students throughout the Semester. We would like to
recognise and congratulate the following ADP students.
• Zac Meyer – State Swimming
• Isaac Hla – Australian Open Table Tennis – Main draw
entry, Round 2, SMR Table Tennis
• Brodie Fowkes – South East Interleague Division 1
Footy team
• Tim Jenson – South East Interleague Division 2 Footy
team, SMR Cross Country
• Skye Wallace – SMR Cross Country, SMR Table Tennis
• Kaitlyn Amos – SMR Netball, SMR cross country
• Tyler Hocking - South East Interleague Division 2 Footy
team, SMR Cross Country
• Jemma Lucas - SMR Cross Country
• Olivia Marsham – SMR Netball, SMR Cross Country
• Max Taylor - SMR Cross Country
• Summer Hinchliffe - SMR Netball
• Shae Hlacvek - SMR Netball

There’s no doubt that the highlight of the semester was
our trip to the Western Bulldogs training facilities out at
Whitten Oval. Students got to watch a training session,
meet the players, tour the facilities as well as have a 40
minute tutorial with the head coach Luke Beveridge. An
Mr Aaron Sawers

4

Parents and Friends Group
Earlier this year we called for interest in forming a parent and friends group and at an initial meeting it was very
pleasing to see that there was significant interest from parents wanting to be involved. Parent involvement is essential
for the good functioning of any school, parents provide valuable feedback that can only improve the way we operate at
school, in particular our communication with the broader community.
Since that time a small working group of parents and key teachers has been looking at what a parent and friends group
would look like. The working group has developed a mission statement and some high level goals that will provide the
guidelines for the group to work in. The group will promote friendship and support within the Kambrya community
through social activities as well as providing support to the School Council assisting in fundraising for key activities.
We are now in a position to put this planning into action and would like to invite interested parents to an inaugural
Annual General Meeting where we would elect the key office bearer positions and set up a meeting schedule.
The AGM will be on Tuesday 19th July, in the Staffroom.
Please RSVP to Rose Serrra via email: serra.rosetta.r@edumail.vic.gov.au
Regards,
Dave Denny
School Council President
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Seussical Production
Seussical the Music is nearly here!
What was the last think you thought?
Maybe it was of a fish you caught!
Hopefully not laundry that you have to sort.
Perhaps it was of a spectacular box fort?
Or, perhaps maybe, an elephant named Hort?
Our cast and crew are busy working their magic on sets,
costumes, singing, makeup, lighting design, dancing and
having an absolute ball at rehearsals. Here’s a sneak peek
at some of the cast – the devilish Wickersham Brothers, our
thinker Jo Jo and the mischievous Cat in the Hat.
If you want to join the fun, then you need to come and see
the show – 22nd and 23rd July, with tickets available from
www.trybooking.com/JVPJ

Cam Denham
Producer
Seussical Jr
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Senior German Excursion
Goethe Institute Excursion
Our Senior German class had a wonderful time at the Goethe
Institute “Lautstark” exhibition.
Our Presenter, Christin, who had only been in Aystralia for
six weeks, spoke clearly and enthusiastically to us in German.
As she took us through the exhibition, we learned about the
great variety of German music festivals and the different
genre of German music, looking at many eras and styles, up
to the present German music scene. The students already
knew a number of the German musicians, performance
and artists in the “Lautstark” exhibition. Christin, invited
the students to take part in a competition, which was
challenging, engaging and fun. The numerous winners will
receive their prizes shortly. She was clearly impressed at
how well our students did and how well they communicated
in German.
Christin then lead a workshop for the students on current
German performer ‘Cro’ and his German lyrics. It was great
to see every one getting involved and many of the students
understood the workshop perfectly; students also answered
many questions and lead a lot of the discussions in German
themselves.
Next, we were off to the Lüneberger bakery for lunch. Here
we were spoilt with a delicious and wide selection of pastries,
baked goods and authentic delicacies to enjoy. With our day
complete, we headed back to Berwick, having thoroughly
enjoyed the whole German experience. Our students did us
proud!

Irene Creasey
Senior German Teacher
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Community Announcements

Mid Year Courses Starting Term 3
Are you looking to advance your career or begin a rewarding new career
working with children or the aged? There are jobs that can give you that
great work/home life balance. Enrolments are now open.

Certificate IV in Education Support CHC40213
When: Wednesdays (6 Months)
Time: 9.30 am—2.30 pm

Commencing 13th July 2016

Certificate III in Individual Support CHC33015 OR
Certificate IV in Ageing Support CHC43015
Commencing 12th July 2016

When: Tuesday & Friday (9 Months)
Time: 9.30 am—2.30 pm

Diploma of Early Childhood Education and Care
CHC50113
Commencing 12th July 2016

When: Tuesday & Thursday (12 Months)
Time: 5.15 pm—9.15 pm

Certificate IV in Training and Assessment TAE40110
When: Mondays (6 Months)
Time: 5.15 pm—9.15 pm

Commencing 11th July 2016

Conducted by Merinda Park Learning and Community Centre RTO 3952

Location: Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre

10-12 Salisbury Road Beaconsfield Upper Vic 3808
Contact: Cathy Fischer
(03) 5944 3484 cathy@ubcc.org.au
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School Holiday Program

Winter School Holidays
Moonlit Sanctuary Junior Ranger Program
Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care.
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities, fun and games for ages 7-14 years.

Winter school holiday dates:
•
•

Week 1: Monday 26th June to Friday 1st July 10am –4pm
Week 2: Monday 4th to Friday 8th July 10am – 4pm

Cost: $65.00 per day, or $175 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).
Maximum 16 children per day.

Bookings essential as spaces are limited

Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat. BYO
lunch or purchase at the café.

Moonlit Sanctuary

550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale
Phone 5978 7935
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au/juniorrangers.aspx
Open daily between 10am and 5pm
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