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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents

Wednesday 5th September – AEU Stop Work Industrial Action
On Wednesday 5th September, the Victorian Branch of the Australian Education Union
has called a second stop-work as a part of its ongoing campaign. Some teachers from
the College will be participating in the industrial action. For further information
regarding the reasons for this industrial action, please refer to information provided at
At this stage, the following arrangements have been made:
Year 7, 8:
All classes will proceed as scheduled.
Year 9, 10, 11 and 12:
All classes will be cancelled.
Please make alternative arrangements for your child‟s supervision.
VETiS
Dance: Cancelled
Sport and Recreation: Will proceed with their camp as scheduled
Building and Construction: Will proceed as scheduled
Hospitality: Will proceed as scheduled

Investment in Education Gets Results
School funding is a perennial topic of debate, but since the release of the Gonski Review in
February, things have taken a sharper focus. For educators like myself, what it all comes back
to is: why are some children falling behind? And how can we help them succeed.
I would like to share some lessons my school has learned on this topic, which can be
summarised in one sentence: Investment gets results.
In 2009, Kambrya College was provided with National Partnerships funding from the
Commonwealth to improve the literacy and numeracy outcomes of our students. Up to that
time, not only were a large percentage of students who entered our College below expected
levels for literacy and numeracy, our school was also failing to bring them up to speed. Put
simply, kids who were arriving behind on basic skills were not catching up fast enough, in fact
they were falling further behind. Our school community was deeply disturbed by this situation,
but we were struggling to come to grips with how to turn things around.
The National Partnerships funding was a godsend. It allowed us to advertise for two new
Leading Teachers in the fields of Literacy and Numeracy immediately. These experts were
able to develop resource rooms for their respective areas and coach selected teachers to
further develop their teaching practice. They created Professional Learning Teams (PLTs)
made up of the Mathematics and English teachers at Years 7 to 9. These teachers received
extensive professional development to improve their teaching skills and develop new teaching
strategies for different groups of students. The teams continue to meet weekly and have
proved to be a powerful way to share ideas and resources to improve student learning.
We were also able to utilise these additional Commonwealth funds to engage a leadership
coach.
Strong, stable leadership with a clear vision is a fundamental precondition for
achieving whole school improvement.
The leadership coach worked with each Head of
Department, Leading Teacher and member of the Principal Team to help sharpen their focus
on achieving student learning goals and build the individual capacity of each leader. This has
enabled us to build an extremely cohesive leadership team with a razor sharp focus on
improving the learning outcomes of our students.
The initiatives funded by the National Partnerships funding produced rich rewards for Kambrya
College. Our NAPLAN data now shows the College is actively improving student performance
in Literacy and Numeracy at a rate higher than the national average. VCE data has continued
to improve in each year since 2008 and our pass rate for Senior VCAL sits at very close to
100%. Feedback from students, parents and staff has also improved profoundly over the past
three years. Our college has improved the “life chances” of our students by ensuring that they
leave school with a meaningful qualifications and enabling them to achieve their potential.
Sadly, over the past twelve months, there appears to be considerable uncertainty that Federal
National Partnerships funding will be actually forwarded to schools like ours after it is passed
on to the Victorian government. It was not passed on; as we believed it would, in 2011. Further
delays may result in some of the very productive initiatives being scaled back significantly.
This uncertainty underscores for me the critical need to implement the Gonski Review findings.
Gonski recommends an additional $5 billion in funding for schools. That funding would see the
changes Kambrya has made permanent, and secure.
There are numerous schools across Australia that provide for the more disadvantaged
sections of the community. We need to invest more heavily in these schools. Our experience
at Kambrya College is a shining example of how extra resources can lead to improvement in a
broad range of educational outcomes. It would be a great pity if we allowed the long held
principle of equality of opportunity to be further eroded.
Michael Muscat
Principal

Early last week I accompanied AEU Victorian president Mary Bluett to Canberra to
support calls for the Federal government to immediately implement the
recommendations of the Gonski Review. We are pictured with Senator Jacinta Collins.

CAMP News

Year 8 Tasmania Camp
Group A – Warin and Bulen Monday 17th Sep - Thursday 20th Sep 2012
Group B – Gwonawa and Mirrim Tuesday 18th Sep – Friday 21th Sep 2012
Tasmania camp is fast approaching and we hope all students are getting excited!!!
Information regarding camp including itineraries, medical forms, luggage requirements,
contact information were available for collection at PTC on Wednesday 29th August
and have been handed out to students who did not attend on Thursday 30 th. If your
child has not given these documents to you, can you please ask them about the forms.

MEDICAL FORMS DUE BACK BY
TUESDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2012
All questions regarding outstanding payments can be directed to the office. All other
inquiries should be directed to Kylie Williams or Lisa Stevens.

SCHOOL POLICY News
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Energy Drinks: Safety and Consumption Policy
Rationale:
Schools should take the initiative in addressing the issue of energy drinks with student athletes and the
general student population alike, and in educating them about the effects and risks. The main
ingredients of energy/power drinks such as, but not limited to, Red Bull and Monster are caffeine,
taurine, glucuronolactone, B vitamins, guarana, ginseng, ginkgo biloba, L-carnitine, sugars, antioxidants,
and trace minerals. The negative effects of excess caffeine have been proven, but the positive effects of
many of the other additives, such as taurine and glucuronolactone, remain unproven, as does the
combined effect of these ingredients in energy drinks.
Scientific investigation highlights that the ingestion of energy drinks before a sporting event or during
training can have serious adverse effects, most notably restlessness and irritability; can increase blood
pressure; and may result in dehydration. Accordingly the same side effects are identified in people who
ingest energy drinks as a general source of hydration or for pleasure. The long-term effects of energy
drinks on the human body have not been established.
Limited ingestion of energy drinks by healthy people is not likely to cause major adverse effects, but
binge consumption or consumption with alcohol may lead to adverse events. Individuals with medical
illnesses, especially underlying heart disease, should check with their physician before using energy
drinks, because they may exacerbate their condition.

Implementation:
Considering the side effects associated with the consumption of energy drinks, coupled with the fact
that the College cannot monitor students’ consumption of energy drinks outside of school hours, The
College will:





Not permit the consumption of energy drinks by students on the College grounds or during
College events, excursions or camps.
Confiscate energy drinks from students if they bring them onto the College grounds.
Not sell energy drinks through the College canteen

References:

http://www.mayoclinicproceedings.org/issues?issue_key=S0025-6196(11)X6005-6

Review: this policy will be reviewed annually
Ratified: August 2012

SISTER SCHOOL VISIT News

AnZhou Middle School Visit to Kambrya College
Wednesday 8th – 15th August 2012
This past week Kambrya College were fortunate to host
12 students and 4 staff from the newest of our sister
schools – Xianju AnZhou Middle School, China.
Mr Hu, Vice Principal of Xianju AnZhou, and Ms Wu
Jimin, English teacher at Xianju AnZhou lead the
delegation of students and teachers from Xianju AnZhou
Middle School which is situated 4 hours south of
Shanghai.
Whilst at Kambrya College the students have
experienced a variety of activities around the school,
including Food Technology, Art, Science, Mathematics
and Literacy. The AnZhou students also visited the Fairy
Penguins at Phillip Island, and spent a day with their host
families at
Healesville
Sanctuary
getting
to
know
Australian animals a little better.
On Tuesday night the school hosted a dinner,
catered for by the Year 11 and 12 VET Hospitality

students, to celebrate the strong relationship
between our two schools and to thank the host
families from Kambrya College for their kind
hospitality. At dinner the Anzhou students
performed some fantastic musical acts and a Tai Ju
performance.
We look forward to continuing to build a positive
and productive relationship with the students and
teacher of Xianju AnZhou School into the future, starting with a rociprical visit in April next year
with a group of teachers and students from Kambrya College.
If you are interested in hosting an international visitor in future, please contact Ms Kylie
Williams, Head of International Programs, at the
College.
Kylie Williams,
International Programs Coordinator

HUMANITIES News

Vietnam Veteran Visit
Year 11 - 20th Century History
On Friday 24th of August Ms Mauger‟s year 11 20 th
Century History classes took part in an incursion by the
Vietnam Veterans association. Their current area of study
focuses on „movements of people‟ with a focus on the
peace movement that grew out of dislike for the ongoing
conflict in Vietnam in the 1960‟s and 1970‟s.
The students were fortunate to
listen to Vietnam Veterans
association Education Officer
Ray Weston speak, Ray willingly
shared his experiences as a
soldier from basic training in
Australia, to fighting strategies,
the environment and the difficulties of home coming.
Students were also able to see primary sources items
ranging from photographs, rations, uniform even bullets.
Louia Elsoukmani was picked from the audience to try on Ray‟s gear to see the weight
of the belongings that soldiers carried with them as they trekked the jungles and rice
paddies of Vietnam. Ray informed the group this gear could weigh up to 65 kilograms.
Ray finished his speech with a simple important message – ‘War doesn’t determine
who is right. War determines who is left’.

If you would like more information on the good
work that the Vietnam Veterans do across
Victoria you can visit the National Vietnam
Veterans Museum is located on Phillip Island
or
visit
their
website
www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org

MATHS News

If you are studying any of the following subjects in 2013:




Year 10 Advanced Mathematics
Year 11 General Mathematics
Year 11 Mathematical Methods (CAS)





Year 12 Further Mathematics
Year 12 Mathematical Methods (CAS)
Year 12 Specialist Mathematics

You will need to purchase a TI-Nspire CX CAS calculator for your studies. This is the only calculator
your teacher will support in their classes from next year, following a successful introduction to Year 11
this year.
We have been able to secure a great deal on these calculators through Haines Education. For just $185
you will receive the calculator plus a protective pouch, delivered to the school for the beginning of
Commencement.

TO ORDER YOUR CALCULATOR:

When you place your order, please ensure you use the Student’s Name as the calculators will be
delivered to students during the first week of commencement classes.
Although stocks are not limited on this price, I urge you to order early as this will assist in alleviating
other financial pressures around November/December this year.
For further information please contact Mr. Cam Denham at the college.

SCHOOL CONNECTEDNESS News

Sub school competitions
Term 3‟s sub school basketball competition has been a huge success so far. In the first round matches
Gwonawa took on Warin with a large number of competitors and spectators crowing the gym. Mirrim
and Bulen‟s first round matches saw crowd numbers double and a very close game between the year
9/10 combined teams. The results are as follows:
Year 7 Warin 26 defeated Gwonawa 2
Year 8 Gwonawa 10 defeated Warin 8
Year 9/10 Gwonawa go through to Grand Final as Warin had no team
Year 7 Bulen 14 defeated Mirrim 4
Year 8 Bulen 17 defeated Mirrim 2
Year 9 and 10 Bulen defeated Mirrim in overtime by 2 points.
During the next two weeks we have the bronze and gold medal matches will be played and more house
points awarded! Good luck to all competitors!!!

ZONE SPELLING COMPETITION
We would like to congratulate the following top 4 spellers who were selected by Mrs Scott and Kambrya
College to represent the school in the Gippsland Zone Spelling Competition on the 7 th of August at
Kilberry Valley Primary School:
Alicia Lam (W7A), Zenia Vasaiwalla (W7A), Felicity Lancashire (W8A) and Cameron Atwood
(M8A).
Two of our students, actually won the zone spelling competition and will now be going on even further to
compete in the Provincial Final in Traralgon on the 5th of September. A HUGE congratulations to
Alicia Lam (W7A) and Felicity Lancashire (W8A). We wish you all the best of luck!!!

CAREERS News
study pathways entry requirements and so on.
CareerNewsNo12;17.08.12
See: www.coursesearch.unimelb.edu.au.
Reminders
 PARENT EVENING AT MONASH – Caulfield Campus,
 SOUTHBANK CAMPUS -Those planning to apply
Building H116 Date: 6.30pm, Thurs 6 Sept
for the Bachelor of Fine Arts at Southbank (VCA)
are advised to see www.vca.unimelb.edu.au/bfa.
Register : www.monash.edu.au/parent
For a Flow Chart explaining the application
 OPEN DAYS –
process for domestic students go to the
 Sun 19 Aug – Deakin (Geelong campuses); La
specialisation of interest, click ‘Domestic’, then
Trobe (Bendigo); Melbourne (Parkville &
go to the ‘Apply Now’ tab.
Southbank - VCA); Swinburne (Uni & TAFE)
VICTORIA UNIVERSITY NEWS  Sun 26 Aug – Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat);
 INFORMATION DAY – VU has an information day
Ballarat Uni; Box Hill Institute; Deakin
at the Footscray Park campus with tours,
(Melbourne Burwood); La Trobe (Melbourne
presentations and a mini faculty expo to find out
Bundoora)
more about courses. When: Sat 8 Sept; Register


EXPLORE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY - Thurs 13 Sept;
Austin Hospital, email Kathy.MAGGS@austin.org.au



RMIT NUCLEAR MEDICINE TOUR – 27 & 28 Sept;
Reg’n:
www.rmit.edu.au/medicalradiations/nucmedvisits



RMIT SCIENCE IN THE CITY – LAB TOUR – 26 Sept;
Register: www.rmit.edu.au/appliedsciences/discover
FACULTY OF EDUCATION SESSIONS AT MONASH UNI
– Peninsula campus (Theatre building A, A4.16):
6.30pm, 12 Sept, Early Childhood and Primary Ed;
6.30pm, 13 Sept, Outdoor Rec and double degrees;
Clayton (Rotunda Theatre): 6.30pm, 7 Sept,
Secondary Ed; Berwick (Building 901, room 117):
6.30pm, 14 Sept, P- 10.



YEAR 12’S REGISTER WITH VTAC AND
APPLY FOR COURSES FOR 2013 – Year
12’s need to be registering as applicants with
VTAC now (at www.vtac.edu.au – see Register
here). This is required before making an
application for courses. Don’t keep putting it
off…the $26.00 fee can be paid later. You might
like to subscribe to the applicant blog
(http://vtacmedia.wordpress.com/).

UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE NEWS –




CLOSING DATES FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AT
MELBOURNE – Each scholarship has its own
closing date. To find out about the different
scholarships available to students, as well as
opening
and
closing
dates,
go
to:
www.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships.
Many
faculties have specific scholarships and benefits
for those applying to their course. Check the
website carefully
NEW COURSE SEARCH FACILITY – The University
of Melbourne has launched a redeveloped
Course Search including more detailed
undergraduate course information, details of all
majors offered, concurrent diplomas, popular



or find out more: http://www.vu.edu.au/news/eventsfor-future-students.
VCE SUMMARY LECTURES – VU is offering a
series of summary VCE lectures to help Year 12
students prepare for exams and final
assessments. The next series will take place in
SeptemberOctober.
See:
http://www.vu.edu.au/news/events-for-future-students.

SCHOLARSHIPS
AT
MONASH
UNIVERSITY – More students are guaranteed
scholarships in the undergraduate program of
their choice at Monash in 2013. Monash has
expanded its undergraduate scholarship offerings
with the launch of the Sir John Monash
Scholarship Program. It recognises the
dedication and talent of Australia’s highestachieving students and provides support to those
who otherwise might not have the opportunity to
participate in a world-class education. Monash
will offer more than 1200 new scholarships and
bursaries in 2013 as part of the coursework
scholarship program worth over $16 million.
More than half will be offered to indigenous
students, students from regional and remote
areas in Australia, and to students from
disadvantaged
backgrounds.
See:
www.monash.edu.au/study/scholarships.
EARN UP TO $34,000 WHILE STUDYING
I.T. – Monash Uni has an Industry Based
Learning Information Technology program
where you earn while you study. Find out about
scholarships,
how
to
increase
career
opportunities and career pathways. When: 79pm 23 Aug; Where: Alexander Stewart Theatre
(E7) Bld 72, Monash Clayton; Register: Jack
Sotiriou,
ph
9905
2494,
jack.soliriou@monash.edu.
CHECK OUT THE UNIVERSITY OF
BALLARAT –





Ballarat Open Day is 10am-3pm, Sunday 26
August at all campuses. A free shuttle bus will
operate between the Mt Helen, SMB and Camp
St campuses, Gillies St, Mt Rowan and the
Ballarat Railway station, making it easy for local
and visitors from further afield to get around.
September Campus Tours will be held in the
holidays on 27 Sept and 2 Oct at 1pm. Bookings
essential.
Find
them
at
www.ballarat.edu.au/future-students/open-day.
Don’t forget to ask about the First Year
Accommodation Guarantee offered by the
university.

WHAT
ABOUT
CHARLES
STURT
UNIVERSITY? Charles Sturt is a NSW
university which has a campus at AlburyWodonga and Victorian Year 12 students can
apply for their courses through the VTAC
system (see p 170 of the VTAC Guide). A
limited range of degrees is offered as it is a small
campus, however, some students might want to
consider, for example, physiotherapy (last
year’s ATAR: 93.44), occupational therapy
(75.00), speech pathology (75.00) and podiatry
(70.00). These degrees have no prerequisite
subjects. Accommodation is available on-site.
WHAT DO NUTRITIONISTS DO? They help
advise the community about good food choices for healthy
eating. They consider the nutritional value of foods, the
nutrients that bodies need at different stages of
development, and the role nutrients and diet play in health
and in disease prevention. With the increase in rates of
diabetes, obesity and heart disease, nutritionists will play
an integral role in reducing mortality rates in communities
across Australia. Graduates of nutrition degrees go on to
employment in food companies, government organisations
and the health industries. Some courses in nutrition that
you might wish to consider are: the Bachelor of Human
Nutrition at La Trobe Uni, Bachelor of Food and Nutrition

at Deakin, Bachelor of Food and Nutritional Science at
Ballarat, Food Technology and Nutrition at RMIT and
Bachelor of Nutritional Science at Monash. NOTE:
Nutrition and Dietetics is available at Monash and La
Trobe, and as a post-graduate qualification at Deakin.

PRE-APPRENTICE
BRICKLAYERS
WANTED – Want a job as a bricklayer? Over 90% of
Holmesglen’s pre-apprentices get jobs after completing
their training. Pre-apprenticeships teach students the basic
skills of a particular industry so that they are prepared
when starting an apprenticeship. Employers know that
when the new apprentice has experienced the industry
before taking on the commitment of an apprenticeships
and are passionate about the field. This pre-apprenticeship
takes 14 weeks incorporating on-site training. Next intake:
20 August; other intakes to follow; Contact: Glenn Mcgill,
9564 1584, glenn.mcgill@holmesglen.edu.au.

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY NEWS – NECA
APPRENTICESHIP
PRE-SELECTION
ASSESSMENT – NECA conducts pre-selection
assessments for students interested in an electrical or
electronic career. This assessment is highly regarded by
employers, providing a common assessment of all
candidates from an industry standpoint and a successful
result in the assessment will enhance the entry prospects of
those interested in electrical apprenticeships. The
assessment is set at about a Year 10 level and an average
level of English comprehension and maths should produce
satisfactory results. The assessment will be conducted in
Melbourne and regional centres during October. Cost:
$55.00; Register: www.neca.asn.au (go to NECA Victoria
site then to Careers and Apprenticeships on left hand
menu).
Compiled by: m.walker

PUBLIC NOTICES

KAMBRYANS IN THE KITCHEN
This year, we are celebrating ten years of Kambrya College.
In
commemoration of this special anniversary, we are producing a recipe book
called “ KAMBRYANS IN THE KITCHEN”. It will include favourite triedand-tested dishes of staff, parents and students. It will have an attractive
coloured cover and include 118 recipes from savoury to sweet dishes with
coloured photos. If you are interested in ordering a copy ( price will be
between $10-20), please contact Kambrya College, or leave a message at the
front office. We are trying to work out how many copies we need to print!
( email; kambrya.co@eduamil.vic.gov.au)
Ph: 9707 7600

