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Dear parents and guardians,
For the month of August, I will be working as a
Senior Advisor for the DEECD, overseeing the Casey
Central, Casey South and Cardinia Networks of
schools.
There are 52 schools in these three
networks so no doubt I will continue to be kept on
my toes! Fortunately, the Regional Director has
allowed me to base myself at Kambrya College for a
good part of this time. I am most grateful once again
to Nalini Naidu who will once again take over the
reins as Acting Principal while I am in this role.

August

One of the very pleasant duties I’ve had this week
has been to meet with the newly appointed principal
of Officer Secondary College, Michaela Cole. It
was great to hear about the plans to open the new
school at the beginning of next year, from the
Principal of our newest neighbour to the east. We
both agreed that developing a close and collaborative
relationship between our schools was a high priority
as we have a shared commitment to all the students
in our broad area.
I continue to receive fabulous feedback about the
conduct of our students as they engage in a range of
activities outside of the school. Congratulations to
the students and all the staff who worked so hard to
make the Year 7 Camp at Forest Edge, Neerim, an
outstanding success. Similarly, our Year 9 students
were brilliant on the City Experience Program.
Many students frequently represent our school at a
range of sporting events. We win some and we
lose some but consistently, our students exhibit
excellent sportsmanship, a willingness to help and
cooperate. Our students leave a lasting positive
impression of our college.
This week concludes an amazing run of international
visitors to the College. Following the memorable
visits of staff and students from South Africa, Japan
and Germany, we farewell the delightful group from
our sister school in Xianju Anzhou Middle School in
China. It has been a rich and wonderful sequence of
visits that have added something special these past
five weeks.
Sincere thanks once again to the
parents, students and staff who have contributed to
the intercultural visits to our school this year.
In an attempt to help you monitor your child’s
attendance, we will be using SMS text messages to
advise parents of student absences as of Monday 18th
August. Messages will be sent at 10:00am each day
that your child is not in attendance. Please
remember that it is of great importance that every
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student attend every lesson of every school day. To
be absent from school without good reason is
damaging to student learning and, in the final
analysis, illegal.

Michael Muscat
Acting Senior Advisor
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Sport News
Year 7 Basketball
Twenty eight very excited Year 7 students represented Kambrya College at the interschool basketball
competition on Wednesday the 6th of August. We had two boys teams and one girls team on the day. The
day was a success in more ways than one. We won many games on the court, but the students also
demonstrated excellent team work and there was a clear sense of pride among the Kambrya camp.
Congratulations must go to one of our boys teams who made it through to the final against Berwick.
Unfortunately they lost, however they never gave up during the match. Just a few of our stand-out
performers: Sebastian Tatt (M7A), Stuart Gibson (G7B), Talia Siata-Scherp (M7B) and Tianah
Vandesteeg (G7B). Well done to all of the students who competed on the day.
Laura Herrington and Pip Edwards

Sub School Competitions
Congratulations to the Mirrim Year 10’s who won 25 house points by beating Gwonawa in the dodgeball
Grand Final! Gwonawa had a team of 17 yet the 7 boys managed to get them all out! Great effort!
Aaron Sawers
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Biology News
Year 12 Biology – Transformation of Bacterial Plasmids

On 17th July Year 12 VCE Biology students attended an excursion to the Gene Technology Access Centre
(GTAC) in Melbourne. Students worked with scientists in small groups, inserting a transformed plasmid
into bacteria. On return to Kambrya, students used UV light to investigate which bacteria had taken up
the plasmid.
The experiment relates to the following key knowledge of the Unit 4 study design:





binary fission in prokaryotes
gene expression:
the concept of gene regulation (the switching on and off of genes by factors expressed by regulator
genes and environmental factors)
DNA tools and techniques: gel electrophoresis; DNA amplification; making a recombinant plasmid;
bacterial transformations; and using plasmids as gene delivery systems

The students showed exemplary behaviour and focus on the excursion. I wish them the best as they work
toward success in the end of year exam.

Sarah Treadwell
(VCE Biology)
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English News
On 12th of August 2014, I was privileged enough to be able to watch The Flying Bookworm Theatre
Company perform parts of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. I found the performance from them to be very funny and
extremely creative. My favourite part of the show was the modern version of the balcony scene because it
was funny and also, it helped me understand how different things were back then. I especially liked that
they let the audience get involved as it gave us more of a laugh.
Shanuka Kulasekara W9A

On-stage: Jack (Flying Bookworm Theatre Company performer), Shara Moody, Angus Pawley, Shania De Bond, Amber-Lei Saville,
Harry Wallace-Mitchell, Leah (Flying Bookworm Theatre Company performer).

The Fresh Young Writers Competition is on now!
Students who want to participate should collect an entry form from the Bulen Bulen office.
The competition is split into the following categories:
- Creative Writing (max 750 words)
- Poetry/Lyrics (max one page)
- EAL/ English as a second language
- Honouring the ANZAC centenary
Winners will receive a cash prize and will be recognised at an awards ceremony later in the year. Entries need to be handed in to Miss Buckler in Bulen Bulen office by Monday 11th September.

Volume 1, Issue 1
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International Competition and Assessment for Schools
(ICAS) Science Competition Results
This year we had 8 students participate in the ICAS Science Competition, run by the University of New
South Wales. Students are assessed against other students in the same year level, and are given
awards based on their performance.
Students who are placed in the top 1% of their year level are awarded a Certificate of High Distinction.
Students who are placed in the next 10% of their year level (top 11%) are awarded a Certificate of
Distinction.
Students who are placed in the next 25% of their year level (top 36%) are awarded a Certificate of
Credit.
Students who are placed in the next 10% of their year level (top 46%) are awarded a Certificate of
Merit.
All other students are awarded a Certificate of Participation.

Admin News

Exiting Students
Please be advised that any student
exiting from school (intending to
leave) must complete formal exit
paperwork. Parents are invited to
seek further information from Ms
Shirley Bell in the front office.

FRIENDLY REMINDERS
Please be advised that payment timelines
for all excursions need to be strictly
adhered to.
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International Student Program News
Would you like to provide a cultural experience, whilst at the same time enrich your family life?

Kambrya College
68 BEMERSYDE DRIVE
BERWICK VIC 3806

LONG TERM HOMESTAY
ACCOMMODATION WANTED
Kambrya College’s International Student Program is growing and we have a need for caring families
to provide suitable Long Term “Homestay” accommodation for international students between
15-18 years.
Payment rate $250.00 per week.
If you are interested, please ring our
International Student Coordinator,
Sue Kirkham on 9707 7600 or email
kirkham.susan.s@edumail.vic.gov.au
for further information.

IT News
As you are aware, your child currently has access to a school owned netbook. This device has been
provided under Kambrya College’s terms and policies (which you have acknowledged through a signed
NSSCF contract).
The contract states that the netbook will be returned to the school at the termination of the
NSSCF agreement (no later than 17thNovember, 2014). You do however have the option of
purchasing the existing netbook at a nominal fee (Option 3 below, $40). In the event that you
choose option 1 or 2, and you were required to pay a $80 security deposit this can be attributed
towards your child’s 2015 school fees. Alternatively it can be refunded to you. Please indicate your
preference on the return slip. Please see full letter as mailed to all parents.
If it is your intention to select this option, please advise the school by returning the slip to the
front office with details of your preferred method of payment.
Please note, as you have already paid an $80 security deposit for the netbook (year 7 students
only), the remaining $40 can be attributed directly to your child’s 2015 school fees.
Alternatively it can be refunded to you. Please indicate your preference on the return slip.
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