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Key Dates
2018

All School Calendar dates now appear 
on Compass - we strongly encourage all 
parents to check for upcoming events 

through Compass, click on the Calendar 
Tab, then Public Whole School Calendar, 
you are able to view details in Week or 

Month format

Monday 15th - Friday 19th October
SNR VCAL interviews

Wednesday 24th October
Year 12 Activities Day

Thursday 25th October
Evening of Excellence - see details on 

page 4

Monday 29th October - Thursday 8th 
November

Exam period for all year levels - check 
Compass Calendar for exact dates

Note:  VCAA Exams (Year 12 students run 
on a different timetable)

Tuesday 6th November
Melbourne Cup PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Monday 12th November
Staff PD Day - STUDENT FREE DAY

Tuesday  13th November
First Day of Commencement Program

Friday 7th December
Last Day of Commencement Program

Tuesday  11th December
Orientation Day for year 7 2019 students

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

Welcome back to all our students and staff to what will be another big term to finish off 
the year!  

There is much to do this term.  Our Year 12 students are gearing up for their last few 
weeks, with VCAL graduation interviews occurring next week, and VCE examinations 
only three weeks away.  The VCE students have all been completing trial examinations 
this week, and many VCE and VCAL students and teachers were also in here during the 
holidays preparing for exams and graduation interviews.  Thanks to all for your efforts, 
and I hope you all found some time to have a rest too!

For the rest of the school, we are heading towards end of semester examinations.  The 
exam timetable will soon be released to students and parents.  It is critical that students 
stagger their revision, and that they start now (if they haven’t already started!).  
Following the exams, we will be straight into our 2019 commencement program, which 
will see all students begin their 2019 classes for four weeks.  Following that, we will be 
into our Year 7-9 end of year activities program; all students must have returned their 
forms any payments (where applicable) for these by Friday 26th October. 

There were two big highlights this week.  Firstly, on Thursday we hosted our first ever 
‘Student Consultation Forum.’  A key focus of the College’s new four year strategic plan 
will be empowering our students by raising levels of student voice, leadership and 
learner agency across the College.  To get the ball rolling, we convened 80 students from 
Year 7-12 to engage in a three hour forum with us.  The purpose was to provide them 
with the opportunity to analyse our data from the Student Attitudes to School Surveys.  
Through their collaboration, the students provided us with far deeper insight into the 
data, and they generated many ideas for further school improvement.  It was great to 
speak to the students and hear their thoughts.  We could not have been happier with the 
way that the students engaged in the process, and I look forward to it becoming a part 
of the school culture moving forward.  Many thanks to the students, and particularly 
to Assistant Principal Paul Looker, Learning Specialist Charlotte Davison, and the Sub-
School Leaders for their work to prepare for and facilitate the day; in the future, we 
aim for the students themselves to plan and host the day!  Keep your eye out for some 
student reflections in the weekly news next week.  

The other major event of the week was the opening of our new building!  On Wednesday 
I had the honour of officially opening the College’s fantastic new building, alongside our 
local Member for Narre Warren South, Judith Graley.  This building has come just at 
the right moment for our College, with our growth in enrolments expected to continue 
well beyond 1600 students.  It is going to be a fantastic centre of learning for our senior 
students and teachers, and it will also be a great hub for our community.  Check out the 
photos attached!  Our furniture will be delivered before the start of 2019, and I look 
forward to seeing it filled with students engaged in learning.  Some of you may be aware 
that Judith Graley has announced her retirement from Parliament.  As she comes
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comes to the end of her 12 years serving the Narre Warren South and Casey community, I want to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to her for her amazing support of our College.  She has been instrumental in guiding and advocating many 
projects at the College, and she was particularly strong in her support of the College’s submission for funding for this 
new building.  Her impact on our students and the community has been immeasurable, and we can’t thank her enough.  
I would also like to publicly thank Assistant Principal Martin McDonald and Business Manager David Wilson for their 
extraordinary support to get this project off the ground and completed; it was a great team effort.  Special thanks to 
the School Council for their support, particularly to President Ian Lorimer and Finance Convener Catherine English for 
their assistance.   

Congratulations to students Ian Teh and Zane Gifford, who participated in Victorian State School Spectacular at the end 
of last term.  The boys were successful in their applications to be accepted into the lighting team.  Well done!  Further 
congratulations to five of our students from Years 7-10 who performed in a showcase at Bunjil Place over the holidays, 
after being involved in a theatre apprenticeship program through the Melbourne Theatre Company. They worked under 
professional guidance and with students from other schools in Casey to devise the performance. Congratulations to 
Tahlia Leedekerken, Emily Felton, Joshua Jenkin, Kim Westhagemann and Skye Mitchell.   Finally, a big applause to 
Cherry Arias from Year 7, who represented Victoria in the inline skating hockey championships over the holidays. Her 
team made the Grand Final against Queensland, and won the silver medal.  Well done Cherry!

Two discussion points for parents with your children please; firstly, no students are ever permitted to order food for 
delivery to the school.  If caught, the food will be confiscated without reimbursement.  Secondly, please remind your 
child that they are not to use their mobile devices for recording any other students at the College, unless for a clear 
educational purpose and with permission.  I will not tolerate any students uploading inappropriate videos filmed at 
school to social media, under any circumstances.  This is outlined further in our Digital Citizenship policy, available on 
our website. Thank you for your support with these messages.  

Wishing all a lovely weekend.  

Kind Regards

Keith Perry



3



4

Art Department News
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Student Achievement News

State School Spectacular 
Ian Teh and Zane Gifford are year 10 students who have been 
making wonderful contributions to the college with their 
interest and skills in lighting. They have been involved with 
our college productions and various performances over the 
past few years, using their technical talents to shine a light 
on the works of others on stage. At the end of last term, they 
extended their efforts yet again, to take part in the Victorian 
State School Spectacular. I would like to congratulate them 
on their dedication, initiative and professionalism. Such a 
fantastic achievement!   Miss Leya Mackus HOD Arts

“Victorian State Schools Spectacular has been a great 
experience for me. I made a lot of new friends from all around 
the state. I was proud to be part of the lighting crew for this 
year’s SPECTACULAR. The equipment we used was very 
expensive and was world class standard to a person who has 
little knowledge and experience in this field of play. Although 
there were some times where we had to just sit there waiting 
to be needed and times where we got yelled at for doing the 
wrong thing at such a big stage, nothing can be better than 
having an amazing show after lots of hard work. I couldn’t ask 
for any better experiences in my high school times; this has 
been one of my favourite events to work on and it’s amazing 
to work with professionals from all around the state. I would 
love to be part of this event again next year, perhaps even the 
orchestra next time. I really enjoyed the experienced and was 
able to learn a lot from it, so I do hope to be part of the event 
again next year.”   Ian Teh Year 10

Cherry Arias from G7A who represented Victoria in the 
inline skating hockey championships over the holidays. 
Her team made the grandfinal against Queensland and 
won the silver medal.
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Admin News

Notify the school of your child’s absence 
Protecting the safety and well-being of children through the reporting and monitoring of absenteeism is the responsibility 
of both parents/carers and schools. 

Please remember to call the school on 9707 7609 student absences or log onto Compass to record your child absences 
using our school’s IT platform https://kambryacollege-vic.compass.education
early in the morning, preferably by 9am if your child is going to be away or late for school so your child’s absence can 
be recorded correctly. 

For further information on the processes and procedures our school uses to record, monitor and follow-up 
student attendance and absence please read our Attendance Policy http://www.kambryacollege.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Attendance-Policy.pdf

Unexplained absences – SMS text message now contains a One-TimeLink which you can now use to approve your child’s 
absence for the day.



7

Community News


