Kambrya News

Weekly News Term 4, Week 3 2018

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,
This week presented two major highlights of the year.
On Wednesday, our fabulous Year 12 students wrapped up their final day together as a
cohort. I applaud them for the way that they conducted themselves at school on their
final day; they had a great time at their special breakfast and assembly before heading
off for the day to an offsite location for some fun with their teachers. I thank them
for respecting the rest of college and community and not engaging in any unsavoury
conduct. The ‘For Sale’ sign on the front fence of the school was a harmless and
humorous touch; I was most intrigued to hear what the starting price was!
For the
VCAL students, they have officially finished their work for the year, having completed
their portfolios and graduation interviews last week. For the VCE students, they are
still putting their heads down ahead of their first examination next week. Their exam
program kicks off with the three hour English exam next Wednesday. I wish them all the
very best with their final exams.

Key Dates
2018

All School Calendar dates now appear
on Compass - we strongly encourage all
parents to check for upcoming events
through Compass, click on the Calendar
Tab, then Public Whole School Calendar,
you are able to view details in Week or
Month format

Monday 29th October - Thursday 8th
November
Exam period for all year levels - check
Compass Calendar for exact dates
Last night I also had the privilege of attending the College’s annual Arts Evening of Note: VCAA Exams (Year 12 students run
on a different timetable)
Excellence. Now in its sixth year, this annual event has gone to even greater heights than

ever before. The evening commenced with an open gallery of visual art works from our
Tuesday 6th November
students. Their work was beautifully presented in our fantastic new later years building;
Melbourne Cup PUBLIC HOLIDAY
it was an exceptional experience. There were hundreds of great pieces to admire, and it
was hard to pick the standouts, however for me, I particularly enjoyed some paintings by
Dinithi Mallikarachchi (Year 9), Paris Harrison (Year 11), and Nisha Patel (Year 12). From
Monday 12th November
Staff PD Day - STUDENT FREE DAY
the gallery walk, our parents, teachers and guests then migrated down to the theatre
for the Performing Arts evening. We were treated to a 2.5 hour seamless production Secondhand Book Sale - see details on
page 5
which exhibited a broad range of acts, including dance, music, drama and media.
Many students performed solos, whilst others came together to perform well polished
Tuesday 13th November
ensembles. Again, it was hard to pick the standouts from such an amazing series of
First
Day
of Commencement Program
performances, but for me, I was left particularly humbled and awestruck by: Ian Teh’s
and Suah Bae’s immaculate performances on the piano (seriously, it was professional
grade performances of highly complex music like Chopin!); Jed Furlong’s suave solo
Friday 7th December
performance on the tenor sax; Tahlia Leederkerken’s raw emotion in her flawless Last Day of Commencement Program
rendition of ‘On my own’ from Les Miserables (could you have chosen a more difficult
Tuesday 11th December
song? ); the powerhouse performance by Year 12 diva Melissa Ramos-Amaya in her
version of “She used to be mine”; the fantastic choreography of the Year 9 dancers; Orientation Day for year 7 2019 students
the haunting ‘Moonlight Sonata’ performed by Year 7 drama students which silently
conveyed ‘the infection of sadness’ to an intrigued audience; Andrew Gebbie’s most
unusual yet captivating short film “A Chris of Identity”; and, the beautiful and graceful
performance of “If I ain’t got you” which saw Suah Bae (Piano), Sienna Bucknell (voice)
and Erica Damond (Dance) come together for a perfect performance. Congratulations
to all of the students who performed or submitted visual art pieces for the gallery; we
were all blown away by your talent. Stay tuned for a big write up and some pictures
from the students in the weekly news next week.
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My week finished on another high on Friday morning, when I had the pleasure of attending the graduation ceremony for our
Year 8 Accelerated Learning Program students. To say that this was one of the most moving experiences I have encountered
in my career is an understatement, and I am not too proud to admit that I shed a tear along with many of the teachers,
parents and grandparents who came to listen to all the students present their reflections of the last two years. Every single
student spoke in front of the audience, which was approximately 100 people, and articulated their learning journey since
they transitioned from primary school. The confidence and self-esteem that these students demonstrated humbled us
all greatly, and reminded us clearly of what teaching and learning is all about. These students entered secondary school
with trepidation, and are now empowered young learners, ready to take on the rest of their secondary journey. It simply
does not get any better than this! I could not have been a prouder Principal, and I thank all of the teachers and integration
aides who have worked so closely with these students to build such special relationships. A particular mention must go
to Mrs Rebecca Taylor for her work in heading up this program and event, and to Assistant Principal Mr Pip Edwards, who
has overseen and supported this most outstanding part of our school since its inception. But most of all, well done to the
students; you should be very proud of yourselves!
Wishing all a lovely weekend.

Kind Regards
Keith Perry
Principal

ART Department News
Melbourne Theatre Company / Bunjil Place Apprenticeship Program
Throughout the year, I, was one of five Kambrya students to participate in a youth apprenticeship program at Bunjil place that
collaborated with the Melbourne Theatre company. From March to October, Tahlia Leedekerken, Emily Felton, Joshua Jenkin,
Skye Mitchell and I (Kim Westhagemann) were part of a group of about 15 students from the City of Casey that made trips to
the city with Joel Evans and learned about the many layers of work that go into producing a successful theatre play. We had
conversations with people that are involved in theatre and found out about the building of a theatre, backstage techniques,
writing a script, making the costumes and of course the acting itself. These conversations offered many opportunities to
ask burning questions. The highlight of this program was the ending of it, where got to work together in a 5 day workshop
in the holidays at Bunjil place. We worked together with an experienced youth theatre worker, exploring multiple theatre
techniques to produce a show which would tell our very own stories. The end presentation was performed at Bunjil Place
to our family members and friends who were watching in the audience, as our now very close group performed an abstract
collection of art that showed the effort all of the participants put into it. This performance involved many little pieces of
theatre that were in fact created by the actors, who had worked with photos of people that were important to us and pieces
of music, as well as an object that meant something to us. The working progress took a lot of time and effort, as we gave five
days of our holidays to work all day, but it was worth it, because of the amazing experiences we got out of it.
Kim Westhagemann, Year 10
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Student Achievement News
Dexter Todd won gold in his first weightlifting comp in the Victorian School
Championships League With a 55 kg snatch and 72 kg clean and jerk.
Well done Dexter!

Jack Howell competed at the Yarrawonga-Mulwala Multi-sport Festival
last weekend. He placed 1st in the Men’s Open Triathlon mini (able body
competition) against a variety of ages. A fantastic start to the Triathlon
season!
Jack also had a Paralympic Talent ID day the day after with 4 hours of testing
with 53 para-athletes by the Paralympic Committee. He was the last man
standing in the beep test and was assessed in the top 3 of 53 para-athletes
tested on the day aged 14-45 yrs.
Well done Jack!
On the weekend Tarun Cook competed in the State School Sports Victoria representing Kambrya College in which he
placed 2nd.
Recently he also represented Victoria in the Junior Road Nationals in Bunbury Perth, where he came away with two 2nd
places, a 6th place & overall winner of the junior road series.
Well done Tarun!
Kerala Flood Relief Fund
For a few months, several girls from M9S have been organising
a fundraiser for the severe flooding that occurred in India’s
state of Kerala. Two girls involved in the fundraiser were born in
Kerala and still have family living there so this cause is very close
to our hearts. The flooding began on the fifteenth of August and
killed over 483 people with 15 remaining missing. Thousands
of homes were damaged or destroyed leaving families without
food, shelter or clean water. Our aim was to raise money for
these families, so they could afford their basic needs and
rebuild their lives. On 18th October, we held a fundraiser in the
courtyard during lunch to attempt to reach our goal of $200. We
prepared both Indian and Australian snacks including sausages,
honey joys, pizza scrolls, samosas, potato puffs and gulab
jamuns. The food was prepared by the girls who organised it
along with some helpful classmates who were more than willing
to help the cause. By the end of the day, we made over $400 to
help the Keralites; more than double our goal. Through hard
work, the help of our class mates and teachers and the money
given by our peers, we surpassed our goal and were able to lend
aid to the people still suffering in Kerala.
Alyse Nagle M9S
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Are you in Years 11 or 12 in 2019 and would you like to attend a 3 day Science program during January?
Monash University have designed MYSci, a program for senior students who would like to experience Science at
Monash University over the Summer break.
The 3 day program includes;
• Hands-on workshops and experiments
• Access to our fantastic teaching facilities and student spaces
• An opportunity to meet our Research Scientists
• Exposure to career pathways
• Activities with The Young Scientists of Australia
• Sessions in biology, chemistry, earth science, physics & astronomy and the mathematical sciences
When: 9-11 January 2019
Cost: $95 per student
Where: Monash Science Precinct, Clayton campus
Registration is essential and can be made at https://www.monash.edu/science/about/events

Admin News
Notify the school of your child’s absence
Protecting the safety and well-being of children through the reporting and monitoring of absenteeism is the responsibility
of both parents/carers and schools.
Please remember to call the school on 9707 7609 student absences or log onto Compass to record your child absences
using our school’s IT platform https://kambryacollege-vic.compass.education
early in the morning, preferably by 9am if your child is going to be away or late for school so your child’s absence can
be recorded correctly.
For further information on the processes and procedures our school uses to record, monitor and follow-up
student attendance and absence please read our Attendance Policy http://www.kambryacollege.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/05/Attendance-Policy.pdf
Unexplained absences – SMS text message now contains a One-TimeLink which you can now use to approve your child’s
absence for the day.
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2018 SECONDHAND SCHOOL TEXT BOOK SALE
Kambrya College is offering to sell textbooks on behalf of students, on Monday 12th
November 2018, from 11.00am until 4.00pm. Kambrya College is offering this service
to parents – 3% of sales will be recouped to cover administration cost.
As there are minimal changes to the booklist this year, all students in years 7-10 will
be able to sell all textbooks for English, Maths, Science and Humanities. NO
WORKBOOKS WILL BE SOLD OR NOVELS THAT HAVE WRITING OR HIGHLIGHTING.
There are only minimal changes at VCE level, so most year 11 and 12 books will also be
able to be sold. NO WORKBOOKS, NOVELS THAT HAVE WRITING OR HIGHLIGHTING
OR CHECKPOINTS WILL BE SOLD.
Students are encouraged to bring their books to the library from Monday 8th October
until 12.00 noon Friday 9th November.
BOOKS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER 12.00 NOON ON THE 9TH NOVEMBER.
Dictionary/Thesaurus/LOTE Dictionaries/German text and workbooks should be held
onto for following year.
The value of the book will be determined by the school depending on the condition of
the books.
UNSOLD BOOKS – Students will be notified of any unsold books. Unsold books will
need to be collected from the library by 23rd November at the latest. Any uncollected
books will be deemed a donation to the school.
If you have any queries, please contact Jane Wilson in the Library.

PO Box 153 68 Bemersyde Drive BERWICK VIC 3806
Telephone: [03] 9707 7600 Facsimile: [03] 9702 6277
Website: www.kambryacollege.com Email: kambrya.co@edumail.vic.gov.au
Department of Education and Training CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K

5

