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Key Dates
2018

All School Calendar dates now appear 
on Compass - we strongly encourage all 
parents to check for upcoming events 

through Compass, click on the Calendar 
Tab, then Public Whole School Calendar, 
you are able to view details in Week or 

Month format

Tuesday  11th December
Orientation Day for year 7 2019 students

2019

Wednesday 30th January
Students return to school for start of 

2019 school year

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

We made it!  And what a stinker of a hot day to finish our classes for the year!  As our 
classes draw to a close for the year, our middle years students are getting pumped up 
for their end of year activities program.   I wish them all plenty of fun in their respective 
activities next week.

This week I received some amazing news about one of our graduating Year 12 VCAL 
students.  Jarvis Harp-Wilks has been awarded the Stage 2 Apprentice Award in the 
Victorian Hair and Beauty Industry Awards.  This makes Jarvis the most outstanding 
apprentice barber in the entire state!  What an achievement!  Congratulations Jarvis.

On Monday I was privileged to witness what was one of the most powerful and moving 
speeches that I have seen from a student during my career.   Year 11 student, Sam 
Valavanis, is blind, having lost both of his eyes to cancer at the young age of four.  
Against the odds, Sam has nevertheless set himself the task of engaging fully in his 
education, and has adapted to life without sight with remarkable resilience.  So much 
so, that he approached me a few weeks ago to discuss how he may be able to improve 
his peer’s understanding of disability.  And so, Sam decided that he wanted to speak in 
front of whole cohorts and share his story to promote “International Day of People with 
a Disability” on Monday 3rd December.  Sam delivered his speech to the entire Year 11 
and Year 8 cohorts, and shared a powerful and evocative message which left all of us 
feeling humbled, and enriched us all with a more genuine appreciation for people with 
a disability.  Well done Sam; you should be immensely proud! A full copy of his speech 
is included later in this report. 

Our College choir performed at Berwick Fields PS, Berwick Chase PS, BUPA Aged Care 
Facility, and Eden Rise shopping centre this week.  We received fantastic feedback from 
the venues, and some members of the community even called the office to say how 
outstanding it was!  Well done to all the staff and students!

A reminder that all children riding bicycles must, by law, wear a helmet.  I am horrified 
by reports of our kids riding the streets without them.  If your child rides or scoots, 
please check in with them to ensure that they have a helmet, and that they wear it!

Wishing you all a cool weekend!

Kind Regards

Keith Perry
Principal
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Sam Valavanis Speech and student reflections
Dear students,

Hello everyone.  My name is Sam Valavanis, and as you all know, I am in Year 11.  I am here today to talk to you all about 
a very special occasion which is being celebrated around the world today.  That day, in case you didn’t know, is the 
International Day for Persons with Disabilities, or simply put, Disability Awareness Day.  I am going to talk to you all about 
what Disability Awareness Day means to me, but firstly, I am going to give you all a brief overview of how I came to have 
a disability.

I was born all the way back in ‘02, as many of you were, with a rare eye cancer called Retinoblastoma.  It was bilateral, 
which meant that it was in both eyes.  After gruelling treatment which lasted four-and-a-half years, doctors had no other 
alternative but to remove both my eyes, which resulted in me being totally blind.  I’d had some peripheral vision before 
the surgery, but now I had none at all.  Sad, ain’t it? Anyway, that was at least ten years ago now, and I’ve put it all behind 
me.  I wish to be able to see again at some point in the future, with the assistance of the rapidly-developing technology 
that is called the “bionic eye”.

Anyway, back to the present.  Disability Awareness Day is important to me because it is the one day of the year that I can 
be proud to say that I have a disability.  It makes me and all other people with disabilities feel special because we all have 
at least one thing in common.  From a person with a developing speech impediment to someone who is a quadriplegic 
in a wheelchair who has had problems since birth, we all have something wrong with us.  Today gives us the chance to 
celebrate our misfortunes and come together and unite as one to say to the world: “We will stand tall and never give 
up on life, no matter what it throws at us!” It also gives us the chance to show our peers that we are not to be excluded 
from the community just because we are different.  It states that we should all have the same privileges as anyone else, 
and not be treated any differently from others.  Granted, some may think that we are stupid or dumb just because we 
have a disability - which is indeed NOT the case.  Remember Stephen Hawking? You know, the guy who suffered a major 
neurological condition which confined him to a wheelchair for many of his days, with only the aid of a synthesiser to 
help express himself? And yet, he was, and I quote, “the smartest man in the world”.  Many other disabled people have 
made contributions to society, including blind or vision impaired people.  There was famed pianist Ray Charles, the Black 
Eyed Peas DJ apl.de.ap, jazz-singing, chart-topping singer Stevie Wonder, and, probably most famous of all, the man who 
invented the system used by vision impaired people to read and write, Louis Braille.  This just shows that just because 
they had disabilities, they didn’t let them get in the way of their lives, and made the most of what they were able to do.

Thank you so much for listening to my speech, and I hope that it inspires you to do great things.  But I’d like to finish 
by offering one last piece of advice; if you ever see someone with a disability, go up to them and show them some 
appreciation for the great work they do in our society.  Sure, some may find you annoying, but most will just be dying to 
tell you their stories and share anecdotes with you.  It is well worth your time to listen to someone’s struggles when you 
think the biggest problem in your life is that your WiFi has gone down.

Yours forever,
Sam Valavanis

International Day of People with Disability

Today we had the opportunity to hear stories from people living 
with disabilities surrounding their blindness. We learnt how people 
disrespect disabled people as they can often assume there is nothing 
wrong with them if the disability is hidden. There is a student at this 
school named Sam that spoke to us about his disability. This was a 
great assembly and thank you to all the people who shared their life 
stories. We now see that people living with disabilities are the same 
as us and shouldn’t be treated differently to others.
 
Skye Mitchell and Ashlea Alabaster – Year 8  
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Art Department News
CHRISTMAS ENSEMBLE CONCERT | SEMESTER 2
It was so great to see so many parents turn out to witness the final ensemble concert for the year last Thursday night. With 
a little bit of Christmas thrown in there too, there was so much talent on display and audience members were treated to 
performances from all the college ensembles including Choir, Sax Quartet, Clarinet Ensemble, Drumline, Rock Band, Stage 
Band, Guitar Ensemble, Junior Band, Concert Band and soloist Suah Bae. It was amazing to see the hard work paying off 
as students performed repertoire from Semester 2, demonstrating new skills and improved musicianship. They sounded 
so good and it was a proud moment for me as the head of music. I enjoy watching this amazing program grow and frankly, 
the standard was raised on Thursday night. Congratulations to all the students for their amazing efforts and a huge thank 
you to the instrumental music teachers – Liz Violi, Damien Maughan, Alex Harding, Rachel Ferlazzo and Lachlan Barratt for 
their tireless commitment to achieving success for the students. They certainly make it about the kids. 

MUSICIAN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM / FRIENDS OF PERFORMING ARTS
In other news, we are looking for expressions of interest for a new Friends of Performing Arts committee for 2019. We 
really want to include the community in the great things happening in Music at Kambrya. Anyone interested can contact 
myself by sending me an email at violi.adrian.j@edumail.vic.gov.au and I will forward this onto relevant parties. Finally, 
the instrumental music program is being rebranded for 2019 as Musician Development Program (MDP). All the efforts we 
put into developing our accelerated junior MDP program will now apply to the entire instrumental music program and 
we’re looking forward to what this will bring in 2019. Some great things on the horizon. There will be more information 
about this in the new year. For now, I want to extend my sincere thanks to all the music community for your continued 
support and I wish you all the best for the silly season. A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! 

Mr Adrian Violi
Director of Music

Coordinator | Musician Development 
Program (MDP)
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Art Department News

Announcing the 2019 Kambrya College Production…
We are excited to finally share the news with you that the 2019 musical will be…

 
More information will be available at the very beginning of the 2019 school year for how to get involved; until then – 
get excited! Have a wonderful break and we’ll see you in Wonderland!

Ms Leya Mackus
HOD Arts
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ET News

ET News Article – 5/Dec/2018
The Sustainability Crew have been discussing our plans for 2019. A main point of discussion was adopting a Tassie Devil, 
a vulnerable animal from Zoos Victoria’s adopt an animal program.

Stars

We are very close to receiving our second star, the waste module. We aim to get this finalised and approved before 
Christmas, to reach our target of one star per year. We thank everyone who has been involved in some way to help us 
achieve this milestone. Additionally, next year we hope to achieve our third star, the Biodiversity Audit. Observation 
from the Environmental Science class shows that our school scores around 50/100 for biodiversity. There is room for 
improvement and we aim to boost that score up in the coming future.

Thank You for supporting the ET/sustainability crew this year and keep your spirits up for the coming year!

Student Achievement News

I went to the Cake Bake and Sweets Show at the Melbourne Convention Centre on Sunday. I completed a cake workshop 
with Molly Robbins from the U.K TV show ‘Extreme Cake Makers’.  It was $500 and I paid for the show with my savings 
from working part time. It went from 8am till 4pm and I learnt skills such as sculpting, decorating and airbrushing cakes. 
Anna Polyviou, Miguel Mas-ter, and Adriano Zumbo were also at the show. I was the youngest person to have attended 
Molly’s cake workshop so far.
Jayde Peeler
Year 11 VCE student
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Heath, Wellbeing and Engagement News

Second hand uniform items

If anyone has any current uniform items that are no longer needed these would be gratefully accepted by 
the college.

Darrabi News

In 30+ temperatures the Darrabi boys completed the 1000 Steps. The most impressive part of the hike was the camaraderie 
shown amongst the boys so that each and every one made it to the top. It was definitely a great end to Commencement 
for this group of boys. A big thank you to all the staff involved!

Ms Sarah Hemphill
Darrabi Coordinator


