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Key Dates
2019

All School Calendar dates now appear 
on Compass - we strongly encourage all 
parents to check for upcoming events 

through Compass, click on the Calendar 
Tab, then Public Whole School Calendar, 
you are able to view details in Week or 

Month format

Thursday 7th February
School Photos - all year levels

Wednesday 13th - Friday 15th February
Year 12 Study Camp

Monday 18th February
School Photos -catch up day

Monday 18th February
School Photos -catch up day

Friday 22nd February
Year 7 Immunisations

Monday 11th March
Labour Day PUBLIC Holiday

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

It is with great enthusiasm that I welcome everyone back for another fantastic year at the College.   
I hope that you and your families have all had a lovely summer so far, and that you had a 
chance to rest and connect with family and friends.   

To our new Year 7 students and families, I extend a warm welcome on behalf of the 
College community.   Thank you for choosing Kambrya College for your education, and we 
look forward to working with you.   Our Year 7 students all appear to have had a fantastic 
first week!  It was lovely to see so many of our Year 7 parents on day one here to support 
their children.  Please note that moving forward, all parents need to remain outside the 
college grounds for pick up, and that all visitors need to sign in through the front office.   

To our fabulous staff, I extend my thanks to many of you who put in extra work over the 
summer period to get the school ready for day one; your efforts are not unnoticed.   

Over the summer we had many capital works projects still underway at the College, 
and most of these projects will be completed over the coming weeks.   They include 
the construction of several new instrumental music practice rooms, the construction 
of our new Student Health Wellbeing and Engagement Centre, and the creation of our 
new courtyard and leisure spaces for senior students.   We are also in the final stages of 
awarding the tender for the last phase of our new back oval development.   It is hoped that 
this project will commence very soon, with the view to potentially having our students 
playing on it during July 2019.  Our Athlete Development Program centre is also entering 
phase two of its construction, and we hope to have it online during term two.   Our new 
senior student building is now up and running; after an intense 2018 to construct it, it 
is a big buzz to see our students now being able to use it!  Check out the photos below.   
Some of you may have also noticed that we recently removed the last remaining cypress 
and red gum trees from the rear of the school.  Whilst it was a very sad decision to make, 
as the trees were aesthetically appealing, our latest arborist report concluded that all 
the trees were in a dangerous state, and in the interests of safety to our students and 
community, we had to act.   

In 2019, we have also made the decision to change the format of swimming sports at 
the College.   Over many years, the College invested an exceptional amount of money to 
facilitate the swimming carnival.  Whilst the day was generally well attended, the actual 
participation rates at the pool were very minimal (approximately 10% of students), 
despite various strategies being applied to increase student participation.  The day was, 
for the greater part, simply a day off classes for the purpose of socialising.   As a result, we 
have decided that the swimming sports day will no longer continue.   Students who are 
genuinely serious about attending trials for inter-school regional swimming sports will 
be given the opportunity to do so, and may sign up for an afternoon of trials.  However, 
please note that Year 8-12 students who did not even get in the pool at previous carnivals 
(we have records) will not be permitted to attend; I am not interested in allowing students 
to use it as a ‘free ticket’ to simply get out of classes.   Moving forward, the College will be 
redirecting its resources from the swimming carnival to other more inclusive activities, 
such as enlarging the format of the cross-country and athletics carnivals, which have 
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much greater student participation.  For all Year 7 students, we are still going to proceed with a day at the pool as a part of 
their transition program.    

Some exciting student achievement news to celebrate; Year 12 student Amy Heitman was selected by the Victorian Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority to perform in the Top Class Dance Program.  Top Class is part of the VCE Season of Excellence 
managed by Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority. The VCE Season of Excellence comprises twelve concerts (Top 
Class and Top Acts), two exhibitions, (Top Arts and Top Designs) and eighteen screenings of short films (Top Screen). All 
work is produced by outstanding VCE students who completed technology, design, visual or performing arts studies in 2018. 
Events are presented in Melbourne’s major cultural venues, and a number of associated education programs are offered in 
conjunction with Season events.  Congratulations Amy!  It is an amazing achievement!

This year our teachers are all using Compass Learning Tasks for all major student assessments, and are providing unit 
timelines and live reporting for you to track your child’s progress.   You should be able to access assessment rubrics online 
which provide detailed feedback on your child’s strengths and areas for improvement.   We are asking all students to engage 
more actively with their feedback in 2019, and it would be great if all parents can also get online and explore the feedback 
as well.   If you need any assistance accessing your child’s assessment records, please speak with their respective teacher.   If 
you do not have your Compass login or password, please contact the front office.   

You may recall that last year I announced that we were going to run our own canteen in 2019; this is now up and running, and 
the signs are good.   We are offering far cheaper prices, with a focus on healthier choices.   Furthermore, we are exploring 
the opportunities for our students to be further involved in the canteen, such as our VET Hospitality and VCAL students who 
need to complete structured work placements.   

Finally, next Thursday 7th February marks the ten year anniversary of the Black Saturday bushfires.   Whilst many of your 
children were obviously very young at that time, please take a moment discuss it with them, and to pause together and 
acknowledge the 180 people who lost their lives on that terrible day.   

Kind regards, 

Keith Perry
Principal 
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Cultural Trips 2019 News

Kambrya College Germany Trip 2019
Planning has begun for the 2019 trip to visit our sister school in Kronberg and see the sights in Frankfurt and Berlin. 
Applications will open very soon Recommended year level of participants 10 – 12. 
For further details students and parent/guardians can contact Stuart Anderson via email: anderson.stuart.l@edumail.vic.
gov.au

JAPAN TRIP 2019 
2019 Japan Trip Expressions of interest can now be collected from Mr Wilson or Ms Siwicki (Warin office). The trip will be 
from September 12th - 25th and will include visiting our sister school for a homestay in Osaka, going to Hiroshima and 
Kyoto, as well as Tokyo. More details of the trip including prices and specific place that will be visited will come in an email 
next week. If you are interested in coming, please collect the form ASAP from Mr Wilson or Ms Siwicki. 

Visual Art Department News

Visual Diaries are required to be collected.
Students are required to collect visual diaries from the art room by Friday 8th February. Uncollected visual diaries will be 
recycled.

School Photos News

School Photos will be taken on Thursday 7th February for all year levels here at the college.

Students should be neatly dressed in their full school uniform.  Students with PE classes timetabled on Fridays should wear 
their full PE uniform.

Details on how to order photos will be provided to students next week.
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First Aid News

With a new school year started, it is a really good time to review your child’s asthma management plan. Asthma action 
plans should be reviewed with your doctor every year, or whenever there is a change to your child’s health.

According to Asthma Australia, researchers have found that there is a rise in asthma flare-ups when children return to 
school after the Christmas break, resulting in a significant increase in Emergency Department visits, hospitalisations and 
days off school.

If it has been a long time since you updated the asthma plan held at the school, please make a time to see your doctor, 
and return their updated asthma action plan to the school as soon as possible. Action plans can be down loaded at https://
www.asthmaaustralia.org.au/vic/about-asthma/resources/victorian-action-plans

If you have any questions regarding your child’s asthma or any other health issues, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school nurse Nicole on 9707 7613.

ART Department News

COLLEGE PRODUCTION 
 

 
 
Kambrya College is excited to be presenting ‘Alice in Wonderland JR’ as the school musical for 2019!  
 
On Thursday 31st January we held our information session where interested students were able to 
collect vital information regarding the show, including details about our upcoming auditions for 
potential cast on Monday 4th February! We look forward to seeing students on Monday afternoon 
to begin the production journey.  
 
Anyone who wishes to read more information about the production, auditions or how to get 
involved can visit the following site: http://kambryaaliceinwonderland.weebly.com  
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Car Park / Access to School Grounds during school 
hours
Parents, please note that parents are not permitted in either of the school car parks at any time - the carpark is reserved for 
staff and supplier deliveries for the school only.  Our carpark is not to be used as a student pick up or drop off zone, as we 
believe it to be a dangerous practice. The new school building construction has also commenced, which means that there 
are trucks and other construction vehicles entering our grounds which is currently restricting the car parking area for all.

Please also note that parents are not permitted to enter the school grounds during school/class times. We request that you 
please wait for your child to exit the school grounds at the end of the day and meet you in a designated meeting place, if 
you do need to enter the school grounds for any reason, then please make your way to Reception and speak with a member 
of the Administration staff. 

We appreciate your co-operation with these requests.

Student Accident Insurance, ambulance cover 
arrangements and private property brought to school
The Department of Education (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students. 
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost 
of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs. 

It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to consider their preferred options in this regard. DET and Kambrya College 
cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.

In addition, private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and DET / Kambrya College does 
not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include (but not limited to) mobile phones, calculators, 
sporting equipment, laptops and cars parked on school premises. 

Schools’ Privacy Policy

The Schools’ Privacy Policy informs the school community that information about students can be shared to fulfil the 
schools’ core functions of educating and supporting our students.

The Schools’ Privacy Policy establishes a clarified ‘need to know’ framework, where school staff share information about 
students with out staff who need to know as part of their role.  This is consistent with Victorian privacy law.

For more information please go to:  
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SchoolsPrivacyPolicy-English.pdf
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Science News
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

THROUGHOUT 2019 
YEARS 9–11 AND 
WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS 

In this program students in years 9 – 11 participate in 
5 days of authentic research. They collaborate with 
practising scientists to contribute results that inform 
the scientist’s research program. They use a range of 
technologies, including optical and scanning electron 
microscopy, technologies for extracting and 
manipulating DNA and proteins, and bioinformatics 
programs.  A core feature of this program is scientific 
communication through presenting and blogging their 
research experiences. 
 
Visit the GTAC website to view student blogs of past 
projects: 
https://www.gtac.edu.au/students/science-immersion-
research-experience-student-blogs/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCIENCE IMMERSION 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

FEBRUARY, MARCH, JUNE, JULY, AND OCTOBER 2019 
 

THE GENE TECHNOLOGY ACCESS CENTRE, PARKVILLE                                          

Program features: 
 
 Collaborating with research 

scientists using laboratory 
and digital technology 
 

 Skill development, including 
collaboration, data analysis, 
and science communication. 

 
The program is now open for 
registrations.  Places are limited!  
Based upon expressions of interest 
received, GTAC will issue invitations 
to schools and prospective work 
experience students. 
 
 
 
 

Register interest at the GTAC website: 
https://www.gtac.edu.au/teacher/expression-of-interest-for-program-at-gtac/  

 


