Kambrya News

Weekly News Term 1, Week 9 2019

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

Key Dates
2019

We are now on the countdown to the break, with only one week to go, but it
doesn’t mean things are slacking off here at the College! We’ve had another huge All School Calendar dates now appear
on Compass - we strongly encourage all
week.
On Sunday, it was my pleasure to put on the gloves and boots and work in the
sunshine alongside a huge amount of staff, students and parents who generously
donated their time for our first Working Bee for 2019. It was an outstanding day,
and we achieved an extraordinary amount of work. This included the planting of
more than 50 new native plants around the College, as well as spreading mulch
across many garden beds. It was a great community spirit, and I can’t thank those
that supported us enough. There are too many to list here, but they are listed
overleaf. A particular thanks to the College’s major sponsor, Rob Swebb from
Men at Work Excavations, who donated his excavator and time to assist us; it
made the job a lot easier!
We ran an emergency lock down and evacuation drill on Tuesday. It was fast and
effective. You should have all received a courtesy text message from us stating
that we were conducting the drill. If you didn’t, please check that your mobile
phone is correct on Compass. Please note that in a real emergency situation,
it will be imperative that parents do not attempt to rush into the school. We
will always have a coordinated response in progress and will be working hard to
ensure that everyone is safe. As a fellow parent, I can understand the instinct,
however please understand that having parents arrive on mass at reception
would disrupt our coordinated efforts and potentially endanger your own safety,
as well as others. Please trust that we will have the situation in hand, and will be
doing everything by the book to keep everyone safe.
I would also like to announce that the School Council have co-opted an additional
parent member; Mr David Wright. David has been generously donating his time
and service to the College in many different ways over the years, and he was
particularly keen to extend his support to us through school council. Welcome
aboard David!
This Sunday our Year 9 Darrabi boys are heading off on their four day expedition
into the mountains at Wilsons Promontory. They’ve been busy planning and
preparing for the trip, and whilst they are a little nervous about the physical and
mental challenges that are ahead of them out on the trail, they are also excited
about the opportunity to bond as a group and discover some new resilience
within themselves. All the best boys!

parents to check for upcoming events
through Compass, click on the Calendar
Tab, then Public Whole School Calendar,
you are able to view details in Week or
Month format
Saturday 30th March
School Production BBQ Fundraiser at
Bunnings Fountain Gate -flyer included
Wednesday 3rd April
Parent Student Teacher Conferences
Student Free Day
Students are encouraged to attend
Friday 5th April
Whole School Cross Country
Last Day of Term 1 - Dismissal 2.30pm
Tuesday 23rd April
First day of Term 2
Thursday 25th April
ANZAC Day PUBLIC Holiday
Tuesday 30th April
Year 7 2020 Transition Information
Evening No 2
Friday 3rd May
School Tour
Thursday 9th May
Year 10 Immunisations
Tuesday 14th - Thursday 16th May
Year 7 and Year 9 NAPLAN testing
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On Thursday, approximately 1000 students gathered around our oval to see the Year 10 students take on the
staff at footy. It was an amazing moment of connectedness, filled with plenty of laughter. The game was played
with great spirit, and we all looked after one another. Whilst the teachers came out on top on the score board
in what was a very close game, I can guarantee you that the teachers are feeling far sorer than the kids! I will
be recovering for the next few weeks! Huge thanks to the Mr Sawers and Ms Wong for getting the game up and
running, as well as to all the Year 10 students and staff who got involved. Wonderful stuff.
A firm reminder that all students are expected to wear bike helmets. It is the law. I have confiscated several bikes
over the past few weeks, in the interests of student safety. Please check that your child has a helmet, and enforce
the expectation that they wear it.
Wishing all a lovely weekend
Kind regards,
Keith Perry
Principal

Working Bee Attendees on Sunday 24th Mach
Major Sponsor
Rob Swebbs – Men At Work Excavations
Parents & Students:
Ulian & Alex Cox
Tanisha Dooley
Catherine, David, Tom and Isobel English
Teodoro & Jasmine Espiritu
Michelle and McKenzie Friend
Glenda Lambie
Nathan Pryde
Kym & Hannah Smith
Dave Wright
Livinia Walden
Melanie Keller
Courtney Sherriff
Staff:
David & Leanne Wilson
Neville, Libby & Xander Darbyshire
Sean Pflug
Charlotte Davison
Julie & Gary Smith
Leo Stauber
Brett Wilson
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Arts News
SUAH BAE PERFORMS AT VCE TOP CLASS MUSIC
On Tuesday, 19th March, Mr Violi, Mr Harding and the VCE
Music cohort attended the VCAA ‘Top Class’ concerts, an
annual event which showcases some of the best Year 12 Music
Performances from the previous year. It features outstanding
young musicians who received high marks for their Year 12
VCE Music Performance exam and received special mention
from their assessors.
This is the second consecutive year that the Kambrya VCE
Music class has attended this event – students and teachers
alike find it not only entertaining, but also enlightening and
motivating as it demonstrates the standard that is required to
be considered one of the top performers in the state.
However, this year was slightly different and a bit more
special – because one of our own VCE students was invited
to perform!
Current Year 12 student, Suah Bae completed Year 12 VCE
Music Performance last year as a Year 11 student and
received outstanding results - the best we have seen in
the Music Department at Kambrya. Having received a near
perfect score on her Performance Exam, she was one of only
two pianists in the state to be invited by VCAA to perform
at Top Class for this year. The assessors noted not only her
technical brilliance, but also the sensitivity and delicacy of
her playing. She was even invited to perform two pieces.
While Suah was able to maintain her typical humility in
the face of such an honour, her teachers and peers were
understandably very proud and excited, and happened to be
sitting in the front row to watch her perform and support her.
She delivered, as usual, a marvellous performance of two of
her VCE pieces and we couldn’t be prouder of her.
Kambrya College should consider it a great honour to have
one of their students selected for Top Class. Please join us in
congratulating Suah Bae on her outstanding achievements.

MUSIC DRAMA DANCE

PRODUCTIONS

K A M B R YA
COLLEGE
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Student Leadeship News
On the 21st of March, the City of Casey held the Casey Student Leaders reception 2019. Myself (Tom English – former
Gwonawa Sub-School Leader, Sustainability captain and currently student representative on School Council), Olivia Brown
(Vic SRC Ambassador and PR & Communications Committee), Livinia Walden (Environment and Sustainability Committee
Leader), Faiza Ahmed (Mirrim Sub-School Captain) Ms Davison and Mr Sarkissian attended the event. It was so incredible
to see hundreds of young leaders both secondary and primary under the same roof. We heard from the Casey Young
Leaders and got to ask some questions about how they go about their own school lives. One thing I personally took out
was their way of time management. They said to “prioritise but still make time for yourself so you don’t lose yourself
within all your school work”. I thought that was great advice and I’m sure I wasn’t alone. However, it was a huge honour
for us all to meet Emma Booth and Elka Whalan. Emma Booth is an Australian Paralympian who represented Australia in
the Paralympics at Rio in 2016. Her speciality was Equestrian riding. She talked to us about her life and her love for horses
from such a young age. On the other hand, Elka Whalan is a 2 x Olympic Medallist for Swimming (specifically freestyle)
who competed at the 2000 Sydney Olympics and 2004 Athens Olympics. She also talked a little bit about herself and her
journey to becoming a multi-gold medallist. They both gave us really important life lessons, the key one that stuck out was
“to follow what we believe in no matter what. Whatever we dream to do or be, go for it”. Overall it was a great experience
and privilege to attend the reception. Hopefully it will be an annual event in the next coming years!
By Thomas (Tom) English
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Working Bee
Last Sunday, thirty students, parents and staff braved the
scorching Melbourne heat to participate in our first working
bee of the year. Beforehand, the Facilities Committee and
Mr. Perry walked around the school identifying areas we
thought could be improved, particularly areas that didn’t
maintain the natural environment.
Under the watchful eyes of Mr. Perry, we worked together
to dig, mulch, fertilise, and plant new greenery around the
school, alongside the basketball courts, near the IMAC,
and in the Mirrim gardens. Be sure to check out the new
indigenous garden at the school entrance. Thank you to all
participants for helping us to improve Kambrya’s natural
environment.
By Jasmine Espiritu
Facilities Captain

Admin News
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities
that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps
ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates
for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria
the Education State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link
between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy
curriculum.
CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special
consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use
towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
The annual CSEF amount per student is: •• $225 for secondary school students.

HOW TO APPLY
– IF YOU HAVE A VALID HEALTH CARE CARD / PENSION CARD / VETERAN’S AFFAIRS CARD AND HAVE NOT
ALREADY APPLIED WITH KAMBRYA COLLEGE IN THE PAST.
Please contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form.
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Harmony Day Celebration News
Harmony Day is a special day to celebrate the true meaning of diversity
and to act against racial discrimination and aggression. It is a day where
everyone comes together in spite of our differences. The differences that
make each one of us unique to the world and each other. The differences
that bring us closer together through understanding and learning. The
differences that we can share with those around us in order to make our
environment more diverse and caring, strengthening the bonds between us
as we do so. Here at Kambrya, there is a wide range of different backgrounds
amongst the students. Many come from different cultural backgrounds and
are of different races. Further, here at Kambrya, differences do not come
in the way of the relationships and memories we share amongst ourselves
which we will cherish as the years go by. The students have been shown
many different cultures whether it be through events like Harmony Day or
even just having a simple chat with their friends of different backgrounds
over a different cultural meal they’ve prepared. It is very heart warming to
see such unity and compassion in school, a place where everyone should be
able to freely be themselves, no matter what.
2019 Harmony Day at Kambrya College was a complete success thanks to
the students and staff who helped, not only in donations but also setting
up the activities for the day so that it would be fun for everyone involved!
There were many performances, which ranged from singing, dancing and
instrumental performances. The atmosphere was lively and the environment
was cheerful. Everyone had a smile on their faces before the day was over.
It was amazing to see how many students came to the courtyard where the
performances were held, in order to be immersed in other cultures and
background. The performers were so brave and all of them did a fantastic
job as making the day as amazing as it was.
The charity which we have chosen to donate to this Harmony Day was
to ‘Human Appeal’ in New Zealand. This organisation aims to help those
around the world in need and recently, in particular, in Christchurch. The
tragic and terrible event of the Christchurch massacre not long ago left many
wounded either physically or mentally and also left many heart broken at
the deaths of their loved ones. We raised an amazing total of $1,211 which
will go towards helping the victims of the Christchurch attack.
The Cultural and Diversity Committee here at Kambrya College would just
like to thank those who dressed up and donated, the performers, the staff
and students who made the day as amazing as it was and especially those
who attended the events, celebrating diversity and equality. Harmony Day
was an amazing thing to experience and will be one that’s meaning will stay
with everyone for a very long time.
Thank-you.
Fatimah Al Gailani, 12V
Cultural and Diversity Committee Captain
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Year 7 Splash Day News
Year 7 ‘Splash Day’
On Tuesday the 19th of March year 7 students attended ‘Splash Day’ at Noble Park Aquatic Centre. Students engaged in
a range of activities instructed by Ms. Luck’s VET Sport and Recreation class (who did an outstanding job), they included:
relays, inflatable raft races, the waterslide, basketball, treasure hunt and water polo matches.
The participation rates were high, with over 200 students in the pool on the day. The sub-school spirit was high, and
students demonstrated the school’s values throughout the event. A female and male from each school were named the
sub-school spirit champion based on their performance in all activities, congratulations to the following students:
Bulen:
•
Male: Mitchell Walker
•
Female: Isla Lewis
Gwonawa
•
Male: Zachary Morale
•
Female: Remy Olman
Mirim
•
Male: Landon Purcell
•
Female: Giada Galardo
Warin
•
Male: Riley Jessup
•
Female: Isabella Edhouse
Congratulations to Bulen for being the overall champions for the day. The large number of points reflect student
participation. Congratulations to all Year 7 students for making the day as good as it was.
1st Bulen: 675 points
2nd Gwonawa: 585 points
3rd Mirrim: 553 points
4th 502 points

Mr Shannon Roscoe
Carnival Coordinator
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Literacy News

LITERACY BOOK SWAP
Our first Book Swap for 2019 is quickly approaching! Our second-hand Book Swaps provide opportunities for students to swap
out their old books from home, that they’ve already read, or don’t want, for different books that they would like to read. No
money is involved.
The next Kambrya Book Swap happens on Tuesday 2 April. We are encouraging every person at Kambrya College to
bring in books for exchange - that effort will translate into different books for the students.

HERE ARE THE DETAILS:
WHEN:
Kambrya students and staff can drop off books they want to swap in the Library, regular library hours. Any quantity of swap
books welcome!

HOW:
For each book handed in for exchange at the library, a ‘Swap Voucher’ will be issued to the student. The voucher can be used
by the individual at an upcoming Book Swap event, for a different book.

WHAT:
The upcoming Book Swap event will take place at lunchtime on Tuesday 2 April, out the front of the library. Students should
bring their ‘Swap Vouchers’ to this event, and redeem them if they find books they like. (FYI, if students do not use their
vouchers for this Book Swap date, they can use them at another Book Swap event, moving forward).
WHO:
The Book Swap program is open to ALL YEAR LEVELS at Kambrya College. Everyone, please bring in your books to exchange!

CONDITIONS:
Please swap teenager-appropriate books, NO primary school-aged books. NO textbooks for exchange. Any quantity of swap
books welcome!
We hope this next Book Swap is a big success!
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Whole School Carnival News

Charity
Colour
Run
2019!
Pre-VCAL
During this year’s
Cross Country
Carnival Pre-VCAL
students will be
running a Colour
Run! We would love
your help by getting
you and your mates
to participate in this
awesome event.

This event is to raise money for our school’s VCAL
programs, as well as Motor Neuron Disease (MND
Victoria). It is a disease that affects 1 in 11,434
Australians and it has affected more than 50,000
people worldwide.
➢ The cost is $10 per Colour Run participant
➢ All year levels can get involved
➢ There will be rides, amusements, and lots of
food to purchase on the day
➢ The main location of the event will be on the
school’s Soccer Pitch
If you are interested in getting involved with this
event, keep an eye out for VCAL students coming
and presenting at assemblies and homegroups.
So come and get involved!

THE COLOUR RUN

The date for the
Colour Run is 5th April
(last day of term)
from recess onwards
THE
COLOUR
RUN
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Car Park / Access to School Grounds during school
hours
Parents, please note that parents are not permitted in either of the school car parks at any time - the carpark is reserved
for staff and supplier deliveries for the school only. Our carpark is not to be used as a student pick up or drop off zone, as
we believe it to be a dangerous practice.
Please also note that parents are not permitted to enter the school grounds during school/class times. We request that
you please wait for your child to exit the school grounds at the end of the day and meet you in a designated meeting place,
if you do need to enter the school grounds for any reason, then please make your way to Reception and speak with a
member of the Administration staff.
We appreciate your co-operation with these requests.

Student Accident Insurance, ambulance cover
arrangements and private property brought to school
The Department of Education (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students.
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of
ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.
It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to consider their preferred options in this regard. DET and Kambrya College
cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.
In addition, private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and DET / Kambrya College does
not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include (but not limited to) mobile phones, calculators,
sporting equipment, laptops and cars parked on school premises.

Schools’ Privacy Policy
The Schools’ Privacy Policy informs the school community that information about students can be shared to fulfil the
schools’ core functions of educating and supporting our students.
The Schools’ Privacy Policy establishes a clarified ‘need to know’ framework, where school staff share information about
students with out staff who need to know as part of their role. This is consistent with Victorian privacy law.
For more information please go to:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SchoolsPrivacyPolicy-English.pdf
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