Kambrya News

Weekly News Term 2, Week 1 2019

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,
Welcome back to all our parents, students and staff. I hope you all had a lovely
break, and for those of you who celebrate Easter, I hope that it was a spiritual one
for you.
Obviously it has been a very short week at the College. Other than getting stuck
back into our routines, the main event of the week was our whole school ANZAC
day service. I can’t thank the staff and students enough for the way that they
participated in this special event. It was an amazing sign of unified respect.
Particular thanks to the students who assisted, including our MCs Tanisha Dooley
and Ulian Cox, Olivia Brown for performing the Australian National Anthem,
Denise Falelogi and Evaine Falelogi for performing the New Zealand National
Anthem, Heath Taylor for performing the last post and reveille on trumpet, and
to Suah Bae for her ever amazing performance on piano. A special thanks also to
Mr Adam Hands, who provided a moving speech about the horrors of the Gallipoli
campaign. For your reference, the message that I conveyed to our students is
below:
“Today we have come together for a special assembly to mark ANZAC day, and
out of respect for this day, I won’t be speaking about any other school matters
today. I won’t be speaking for long this morning, but I want you to really listen
and to pause and reflect. ANZAC day is not ‘just a holiday’. It is a day deep
with meaning. It is a day that all of us must use as a trigger for reflection upon
those who have sacrificed themselves throughout history for the greater good of
humanity, and for those who still put themselves on the line every day to protect
the good order of the world. ANZAC day is not about glorifying war; it is about
recognising that war is a terrible thing to occur in our world, and that millions of
people have suffered as a result, on all sides of conflict. It is about acknowledging
the innocent victims of war, as well the men and women who put themselves in
harms way to shield, nurture and protect them.
For me, ANZAC day is a day that I pay homage to my grandparents. My three
grandfathers all fought in WWII. Two of them were in the air-force, whilst my
third grandfather slugged it out in the training camps in Egypt, the battlefields of
Europe, and then eventually he was redeployed to the hell that was the Kokoda
trail in Papua New Guinea. My grandmother was a nurse who spent years
supporting and training other nurses. To this day, I am bristled with pride to know
that they all rose to the call to support the fight against tyranny, and to fight for
the country that I am now privileged to be raising my own family in.
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For many of you, perhaps the realities of war seem so far away and are difficult to comprehend. We are indeed
most fortunate to live in a country that is peaceful and safe. And yet, if you follow the most basic news headlines,
you will know that the world is still full of tragedy and pointless loss of life. Look no further than the most recent
devastation that has occurred in Sri Lanka or New Zealand, or the wars that still rage in South Sudan, Eastern
Ukraine or Syria, to name just a few. So, today, I ask all of you to not only pause and to respect the lives of those
who sacrificed themselves for us, but to also pause and consider the women, men and children across the world
right now who are less fortunate than us and who find themselves surrounded by conflict. I ask you to pause and
reflect upon the point of our existence in this world. We are here to nurture one another, to support one another,
and to celebrate one another’s differences, not to persecute them. As a school community, we can do our part
in the interests of humanity and harmony, simply by being kind to one another. This is what I know those who
fought for our freedoms would want more than anything; for us to unite and embrace one another, to make every
person in this school feel welcomed and safe, to never seek out or engage in conflict, and to make the most of the
privileged opportunities that we all have here. Please reflect upon these messages. If you can, please try to get
along to a dawn service tomorrow morning. Talk to your parents and ask them to go along with you. Getting out
of bed for a dawn service is a fantastic sign of respect for ANZAC day. Thank you.”
On Thursday I also had the privilege of accompanying eight of our students in the Berwick ANZAC day parade
and service. It was a most humbling experience, and I can’t thank our students enough for the respect that they
showed, and for representing our College with pride. Thank you to Ulian Cox, Alex Cox, Courtney Sherriff, Tom
English, Isobel English, Nicholas Brain, Emma Maslen, and Tanisha Dooley. I would also like to thank Assistant
Principal Martin McDonald, Learning Specialist Charlotte Davison, and School Council President Mrs Catherine
English for also accompanying us in the march.
Kind regards,
Keith Perry
Principal
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Wellbeing News
All parents please be advised it has been come to our attention that students may have
accessed or are accessing the social media site called Omegle.
As the logo suggests, Omegle is an online chat website where users have free reign to talk
to anyone they wish. The website is reportedly full of online predators looking to groom
young people into exchanging contact information with hopes of arranging a meeting.
The website is very unsafe and not recommended for young people to have access.
Please support your child to use social media in a safe and supported manner. For further
information including how to have tricky conversations with young people around social
media and places to go for help please see: https://esafety.gov.au/esafety-information/
games-apps-and-social- networking/omegle

Admin News
Uniform
A reminder to parents that in Terms 2 & 3 students are required to wear the school tie when wearing the
following uniform items: shirt with either shorts, pants or winter skirt.
Please refer to the college webpage for the Uniform policy.
Should you require to purchase any new uniform items the Noone Imagewear Click and Collect service is
available via our webpage for your convenience: http://www.kambryacollege.com/uniform/

First Aid News
Year 10 Meningococcal W Immunisation
Year 10 Meningococcal W Immunisations will take place on Thursday 9th May. Consent cards have been handed out to all
Year 10 students, and are now overdue. If you have not already returned your consent card, please do so as a matter of
urgency. Replacement cards can be obtained from either the Year 10 Student Manager, First Aid, or Reception. Consent
cards must be returned by all students, ensuring the parent or guardian signature is present if you consent “yes” to
receiving the immunisation, or that you just tick “no” if you choose not to receive the immunisation, or you are having
it done elsewhere.
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Music Department News
South Eastern Victoria Region (SEVR) Singfest Festival
On Thursday 4th April during the last week of Term 1, Kambrya College was fortunate enough to be accepted as the host
school for Singfest. A southeastern region instrumental music initiative, Singfest is a one day festival that allows choral
students from local schools to combine as a community under a guest conductor for the day to perform as one massive
choir. Common repertoire was learned and rehearsed through the course of the day with recordings then done of each
piece.
It was certainly a huge event with over 200 students ensuring our theatre was as packed as it could be. Students joined
forces to create one unified sound. It was really something to witness. I was so pleased with the conduct of our students
who took it upon themselves to be tour guides for visiting students, showing them where amenities were and maintaining
a friendly and welcoming attitude at all times despite how tired they must have been. Days like Singfest enable students
to get a feel and sense of what other schools’ music programs are like and see role models to base their own performance
skills on. With so many smiling faces, I’m sure everyone had a great time.
Overall, the day was a raging success and it was so good to have so many of our own students putting their hands up to
participate. Being part of the choir is amazing for student well-being as well as community and team spirit. Any student
who feels they like to sing and would like the opportunity to do so within the comfort of a group context should definitely
consider joining the choir. Choir rehearsals are from 7:30-8:45am on Wednesday mornings. Anyone interested should
come and see myself or our vocal teacher Susan Hull. Admission is non-audition so there’s no pressure for students wishing
to get involved.
My thanks goes out to Susan Hull for guiding the Choir to learn the Singfest repertoire, the region directors from SEVR for
their assistance on the day, the performing arts staff who graciously moved out of the theatre of the day and to the singing
students for their tireless efforts and outstanding representation of the college during the festival. Next year, Singfest will
pass on to another school to host but I’m looking forward to taking a massive choir along for the day.

Mr Adrian Violi
Director of Music
MDP Coordinator
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Car Park / Access to School Grounds during school
hours
Parents, please note that parents are not permitted in either of the school car parks at any time - the carpark is reserved
for staff and supplier deliveries for the school only. Our carpark is not to be used as a student pick up or drop off zone, as
we believe it to be a dangerous practice.
Please also note that parents are not permitted to enter the school grounds during school/class times. We request that
you please wait for your child to exit the school grounds at the end of the day and meet you in a designated meeting place,
if you do need to enter the school grounds for any reason, then please make your way to Reception and speak with a
member of the Administration staff.
We appreciate your co-operation with these requests.

Student Accident Insurance, ambulance cover
arrangements and private property brought to school
The Department of Education (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for students.
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost of
ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other transport costs.
It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to consider their preferred options in this regard. DET and Kambrya College
cannot provide advice to parents or guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.
In addition, private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and DET / Kambrya College does
not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include (but not limited to) mobile phones, calculators,
sporting equipment, laptops and cars parked on school premises.

Schools’ Privacy Policy
The Schools’ Privacy Policy informs the school community that information about students can be shared to fulfil the
schools’ core functions of educating and supporting our students.
The Schools’ Privacy Policy establishes a clarified ‘need to know’ framework, where school staff share information about
students with out staff who need to know as part of their role. This is consistent with Victorian privacy law.
For more information please go to:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SchoolsPrivacyPolicy-English.pdf
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Community News
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