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Key Dates
2019

All School Calendar dates now appear on 
Compass - we strongly encourage all parents 

to check for upcoming events through 
Compass, click on the Calendar Tab, then 

Public Whole School Calendar, you are able to 
view details in a Week or Month format

Monday 7th October
First Day of Term 4

Wednesday 30th October - Wednesday 
20th November

Year 12 Exam period

Monday 4th November
Supervised Study Hall
no scheduled classes

Tuesday 5th November
Melbourne Cup PUBLIC Holiday

Wednesday 6th - Friday 8th November
Whole School Exams

Monday 11th  November
Exam Marking / Report Writing Day

Student FREE Day

Tuesday 12th  November - Friday 6th 
December

Commencement Program 

Principal’s Message
Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

It was another huge week at Kambrya College to finish off the term.  We certainly 
don’t slow down!

We have two groups of students and staff abroad at the moment; one in Germany, 
and the other in Japan.   Both groups are on a cultural immersion trip to visit our 
respective sister schools.   By all accounts they are having a fantastic experience 
so far, and we look forward to hearing their stories and seeing their photos when 
they return after the holidays.

Our Darrabi students were flat out this week building some retaining walls and 
creating some new garden spaces.   They’ve been working for several weeks to 
design the areas, and they presented their ideas to me in formal presentations.   
It’s great stuff!

A massive congratulations to our students and staff who performed in the Victorian 
State Schools Spectacular last weekend.  On Wednesday evening our students 
also put on an incredible evening at the Instrumental Music Studio Concert.   The 
quality of our performing arts continues to amaze us!

Big congratulations to Ewan McDonald, who became our first student to be 
formally signed up to the new DET Headstart initiative.   Check out the write up 
later in this newsletter.

Last week I mentioned our new Fitness Centre, but we accidentally forgot to 
include the photos from inside it.  Have a look at our fantastic new facility in the 
photos overleaf. 

A reminder to all parents that our main form of communicating your child’s 
progress to you is through Compass.  The latest round of interim student reports 
will be going live later this afternoon, however you can access a great range of 
information about your child’s learning through their portal at any time during 
the year, including rubrics on their learning tasks.  Please contact the office if you 
need login details. 

Wishing everyone a great start to Spring, and all students and staff a lovely break.   

Kind regards, 

Keith Perry
Principal



2



3

2020 Booklist and Subject Fees News

2020 subject choices and electives have been emailed to parents/students today.

Information about Booklists and Fee Schedules will be posted in the newsfeed of Compass and are also
available on our website.  If anyone is experiencing difficulties logging into Compass, please contact our
IT department.  If anyone has queries regarding Booklists or Fees please contact our Accounts department 
after the term break.

Year Book Subscription News

Every year we release our yearbook celebrating student achievements and the success of our school. The 
Yearbook is a great piece of memorabilia from 2019. 

To purchase the 2019 Yearbook log onto Compass and pay by September 18th in order to secure your copy.

Contact the reception for further information or if you have any questions.
Deb Russo 
Yearbook Co-ordinator



4

VET Sport & Rec News

On Wednesday 18th September the Vet Sport and Recreation students visited Gillwell Park Scout Camp. This excursion 
linked in with their Work Health and Safety unit, which requires them to learn how to identify hazards, assess risks and 
manage safety issues. What better way to help students learn the reality of this unit than by getting out in the great 
outdoors. The students had a great time putting their learning into action whilst participating in high ropes challenges, 
the leap of faith, canoeing and archery. Some highlights from the day included capsized canoes, students overcoming 
their fear of heights and fantastic company. Congratulations to the students who attended for achieving a competency 
in this unit of study and a special thanks to Nev for driving us and getting involved in all the activities!

Ms Lisa Luck
VET Sport & Rec Teacher
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Sustainability Committee News

On Friday the 13th September 2019, 4 members of the sustainability committee and Mr Stauber attended Nossal NEST’s 
Casey environmental summit. We met at Nossal in the morning, eagerly awaiting and excited for the coming day. The 
theme of the day was ‘it’s in the air’, focusing on pollution. We first listened to panellists Mandy Robertson from Dolphin 
Research Institute and Amy Gregorovich about their views on the topic. They also gave us helpful hints on what we can 
do as teens to get our message across as well as ways we can live more sustainable lives. 

After recess, we got to investigate seagrass and observe the varying small animals we found in our tubs under a 
microscope. For example, Sancha’s group found a small snail and a tiny shrimp. There were other groups that found 
shells and enzymes among the seagrass.

We then split off into our colour groups (randomly assigned based on the colour our name was on our name tag) to either 
play a Kahoot or a running game, where we had to race to sort the most tennis balls with common household items into 
the correct hoops that were labelled either general waste, recycling, or compost correctly. During the activity, we were 
very competitive and we also learnt that some items such as nail clippings can be composted as they are organic matter 
and that we can, in fact, recycle runners. 

The day was finished by a group discussion in our colour groups as well as a pizza lunch. Some students also went on a 
tour of Nossal to learn about their recycling system where students can recycle various items that cannot go into the 
household recycling (blue) bins such as batteries, mobile phones and stationery. After dismissal, everyone received a 
metal straw as a thank you gift for attending the summit. 

Overall, the day was successful and intriguing, and we thank Nossal’s NEST team as well as Mr Stauber for enabling us to 
have this insightful experience and we all can’t wait until next year.

Sancha Fung and Anjali Singh
Sustainability Committee Members
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ARTS News

 
 
On Thursday, Friday and Saturday of last week, we took a group of students to Melbourne Arena to 
participate in the Mass Dance and Mass Choir of the 2019 Victorian State School Spectacular. These 
were very exciting and long days of 12 hours each, but resulted in an absolutely incredible show, 
involving music, dance, skateboarding and circus arts, performed to an audience of around 12,00 
people! Congratulations to all involved and a huge thanks to those who came along in support! – 
Staff team: Leya Mackus, Adrian Violi, Tara Crivari, and Susan Hull 
  

  
 
 
Over the course of many months, myself, along with a group of other students have been putting in 
hard work and dedication by rehearsing at lunch times along with occasional all-day rehearsals for 
the Victorian State School Spectacular performances. Last week was the official performance week. 
The group of us participated in either the mass dance or mass choir sections of the show. Both 
groups attending all day rehearsals at Melbourne Arena where costumes were worn, and 
performances were practiced on the stage. On Saturday, we all performed two shows, taking up an 
entire 12-hour day. These performances were amazing, with beautiful singers, amazing lighting and 
incredible dancers all on stage. The mass choir and mass dance groups were all able to participate, 
making the show an overall amazing experience. The friendships and memories that have come from 
VSSS are unforgettable, and we are all extremely grateful for the opportunity. Fingers crossed for 
participating next year! - Year 10 Dance Captain, Phoebe White  
  
Earlier this year, a collection of students were selected to participate in the mass choir and had to 
rehearse with over 1,200 other students in town hall. As the show gradually got closer the scenery 
started to change and the mass choir along with the mass dance had two dress rehearsals on the 
12th and 13th in Melbourne Arena, where everything started to come together. Sitting amongst the 
mass choir it was absolutely astonishing; some would even say “mind blowing” and although it was 
exhausting it was an experience to remember and everybody had a great time. I was honoured to 
participate in the indigenous choir where a group of 13 students performed on stage amongst the 
principle dancers and vocalists. Kambrya had an absolute blast making new friends and would be 
over excited to join next year’s spectacular. - Year 9 student, Jacinta Kniese 
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ARTS News
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MDP News

MUSICIAN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM STUDIO CONCERTS | TERM 3

It turns out that the new later years building actually has great acoustics as this term parents were treated to two 
consecutive nights of Studio Concerts featuring solos and duets from instrumental music students showcasing their 
practiced repertoire from this semester so far on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The space provided an intimate feel and a cosy atmosphere providing a very approachable and welcoming environment 
for students to get up and perform.

These concerts are great for parents to see the progress of their children’s instrumental lessons but the advice to the 
students is that it’s more importantly, purely a chance to perform live in front of an audience. 

The standard is constantly being raised in the Kambrya music department and we’re all looking forward to another huge 
ensemble Christmas concert in term 4. More details to come. 

Congratulations to all the recent Studio Concert performers. Well done. 
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Mr Adrian Violi
Director of Music

MUSICIAN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (MDP) MASTERCLASS SERIES PRESENTS

Lachlan Davidson (Saxophone / Woodwind Specialist)
Wednesday 9th October | Period 1/2 | Theatre 
MDP students – FREE entry
Non-MDP students – $5.00 (register a spot with Mr Violi)

MDP instrumental music students will be treated to a masterclass from one of the greats in the Melbourne music scene 
- Lachlan Davidson. 

Taking up the Alto Saxophone aged 12, Lachlan Davidson went on to graduate with distinction from The Victorian College 
of the Arts in 1983. Performing solos five times with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, lead Alto Sax with The Australian 
Art Orchestra and the Daryl Mckenzie Jazz Orchestra and many T.V. (Dancing With The Stars Australia – first 15 seasons) 
and concert performances (Frank Sinatra, Stevie Wonder, John Farnham, George Benson) also on many CD’s and films. 

Lachlan released his first album as bandleader/composer in 1999 titled unLokked, “A hot night in Burwood” and is due 
to release three additional albums in September 2019.

He currently teaches at Caulfield Grammar School in the jazz department and as resident composer/arranger. He also 
teaches Saxophone and composition at Monash University and directs the Monash University Saxophone Big Band (Sax 
Band). He was chief arranger for the original Dancing with the Stars and orchestrates for Big-bands and Orchestras etc. 
(MSO, SSO, film, T.V. and many schools). 

Lachlan’s published compositions include music for big-band, solo Saxophone and other woodwinds, Saxophone quartet 
and songs. He has also been commissioned to compose for orchestra and various mixed ensembles plus several musicals.

Lachlan loves creating and performing music but also happens to be a Mini Quest Catamaran Champion and can juggle 
four balls at once! 

MDP News
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Year 8 Camp News

Some photos of Year 8 Camp
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Headstart News

 

  

INTRODUCING EWAN MCDONALD 
HEADSTART TRAINEE.  
 
Congratulations Ewan who is our first HEADSTART student from Kambrya College.  

e is embarking on his Certificate III in Information Technology and will be completing his traineeship 

while still at school.  This will allow him to progress into a Certificate IV in I.T. Networking before he 

finishes his Year 12 studies in 2020. 

He will be working for the schools I.T. department one day per week, assisting staff with their I.T. 

issues, while putting his TAFE training into practice. 

HEADSTART Apprenticeships & Traineeships is a new government initiative that allows secondary 

school students access to a wide variety of apprenticeships and traineeships while they are at 

school.  If you would like to find out more information, please contact your Amanda Cristobal 

(Careers) at Kambrya College on 9707 7600 or pop into the HEADSTART Office in Later Years 

building (room 6A). 

 

 

Will you be our next HEADSTART 
apprentice or trainee?  

 

 


