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Key Dates
2019

All School Calendar dates now appear on 
Compass - we strongly encourage all parents 

to check for upcoming events through 
Compass, click on the Calendar Tab, then 

Public Whole School Calendar, you are able to 
view details in a Week or Month format

Monday 4th November
Supervised Study Hall
no scheduled classes

Tuesday 5th November
Melbourne Cup PUBLIC Holiday

Wednesday 6th - Friday 8th November
Whole School Exams

Monday 11th  November
Exam Marking / Report Writing Day

Student FREE Day

Tuesday 12th  November - Friday 6th 
December

Commencement Program 

Friday 29th November
Year 12 Valedictory

Wednesday 18th December
Kambrya College Presentation Night

Principal’s Message

Dear students, parents, guardians and community members,

It’s exam season!  Our Year 11 students got underway on Monday, our Year 12s 
commenced on Wednesday, and our Year 10s started on Thursday.   We’ve been 
really impressed by the rigour and application that our students have shown so far!  
Next week all Year 7, 8 and 9 students will begin their semester two examinations.   
Please ensure that you have checked in with your children to discuss their revision 
strategies and to encourage them to do their best.  We wish all of our students the 
best with their exams.   

The 2020 commencement program will begin on Tuesday 12th November, and 
all students will be rolling up to their new classes.   This weekend is a great 
opportunity to check in with your child and ensure that they have new exercise 
books and necessary stationary to get off to a new start with their classes. 

A reminder that on Monday 4th November we will be running supervised study 
halls or any students who are in attendance.   

On Thursday evening our outstanding Year 9 Darrabi boys participated in their 
graduation evening.   Unfortunately, I couldn’t make it on this occasion, however the 
Assistant Principals who attended reported that it was a magnificent evening.   The 
boy’s all gave stirring speeches which demonstrated their learnings and reflections 
of their year, and their extraordinary personal growth was on display.   There was 
plenty of tears from staff, students and parents!  Special acknowledgement to 
their core teachers Ms Sarah Hemphill, Mr Martin McDonald, Ms Carolyn Smith, 
Ms Suzanne Nowarra, Ms Poly Tzimourtas, Mr Mark McQueen.  

A firm reminder that all students who ride a bike to school must wear a helmet.   
Students who are caught riding a bike without a helmet will not be permitted to 
ride home with it.   We have a duty of care to your children to ensure that they 
are safe, and we will not stand by and knowingly allow them to break the law and 
risk their lives.   Please check that your child has a helmet, and enforce that they 
wear it.   

Kind regards, 

Keith Perry   
Principal
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Kambrya College Community Associations News

                                  
Introducing our COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS 

 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: 
 

Kambrya College Community Associations provide an opportunity for family members and friends of past 
and present Kambrya students to form a relationship with the school and to contribute to the school community.   

The primary motivation for all groups is to build a sense of community. 
 

KAMBRYA COLLEGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (KCCA) 
 
KCCA supports the Principal and School Council by partnering in projects such as parent talks, second hand books & 
uniforms, fundraising activities and social events that bring the parent community together.  
 
Other KCCA activities may include: 
• Promoting friendship and support within the Kambrya community through social activities. 
• Help raise funds to support school programs (such as the Student Representative Council (SRC) Sub-committee  
  initiatives). 
• Liaise with the school council and identify areas in need of funding not provided for within the budgetary limits of the  
  school, and collaboratively set strategies and priorities to achieve fundraising objectives. 
• KCCA seeks to maintain contact with our former students and staff as a valued part of our community.  Where  
  possible the KCCA will provide assistance when former student groups are organising reunions. 
 
KAMBRYA COLLEGE – FRIENDS OF THE ARTS (FotA) 
 
Friends of the Arts is a friendly and enthusiastic group of supporters who assist the Kambrya College school 
community with the pursuit of their Arts endeavours and college value of maximising the potential of every student. 
 
Kambrya College Arts comprises: 

Dance  Drama  Visual Arts 
       Media  Music 
 
Working in partnership with the College’s Arts Department, FotA members help promote, support and enhance the Arts 
Department’s programs and activities, including fundraising and utilising personal and professional strengths to enrich 
the College’s Arts programs.   
 
Recent highlights for the students and teaching teams have been the Annual School Musical (8 sold out shows!); 
numerous studio concerts and Evening of Excellence exhibitions showcasing student talents; Winning the People’s 
Choice Award (for the second consecutive year) at the Casey Schools on Stage; and participation at the annual State 
Schools Spectacular at Melbourne Arena, televised by Channel 7. 
 
FotA will meet approximately six times per year to discuss the goals and needs of the College’s Arts community and 
explore how best to assist in meeting these goals and needs. Friends of KC Arts is not just for parents of present 
students in Arts, and we warmly welcome any community member who is passionate about arts and art education. 
 
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Your Involvement:  
 
We are very aware of how busy people are, so we aim to keep all committee meetings to a minimum (held once per 
month during school terms only) and most communication is via email.  There is no specific commitment required – your 
support can be as simple as donating an hour or two of your time to a working bee, or buying a raffle ticket for one of the 
students’ fundraising activities.  
 

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 
 
If you would like to become a member of a Kambrya College Community Association, and be added to our mailing 
list, please contact School Council President, Catherine English, (english.catherine.m@edumail.vic.gov.au) and we will 
keep you informed about what is happening next within the Kambrya College community and how you can help and 
participate.  
 
We thank you for your support, and look forward to welcoming you and your family into the Kambrya College 
Community. 
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Japan Cultural Trip News
 Kyoto and Hiroshima       Kaitlyn Kirby 11V & Minnie Poo-Ngarm 11V   

We spent the first few days of our trip in Kyoto. We stayed at the Kyoto Tower Hotel, which is in front of Kyoto 
Station. It was very convenient. On our last night we went up to Kyoto Tower and took photos of the wonderful 
views. During our time, we went to various places, all of which were enjoyable. 

On our first day in Kyoto, we went to the Golden Pavilion Temple. It looked beautiful sitting in the middle of the koi-
filled lake. After buying ice cream from the vending machines, we went to Nishiki Market and were given free rein to 
buy whatever we wanted for lunch. 

The next day, we took a day trip to Hiroshima. We walked around the A-Bomb Dome and we went through the 
Hiroshima Peace Park Museum. We had okonomiyaki for lunch, and then we walked through the shopping street 
nearby – the highlight was finding a pet shop and petting some adorable puppies.  

The day after, we went to the bamboo forest in Arashiyama. Although there were lots of spiders, the forest was very 
calming and provided lots of shade from the intense heat. At the end of the forest, there was a park which we spent 
some time in before heading back to our hotel. Later that day, we went to Fushimi-Inari and visited the shrine, 
where we walked under the red tori gates along alongside numerous visitors. 

No matter where we went, we all enjoyed the time we spent in Kyoto. It was a great start to the trip, and only set us 
up for the many more wonders yet to come in Osaka and Tokyo. 

Osaka & Nara    Alex Jackson 10V, Ashley Jackson M8A, Jade Tolra 10V & Elizabeth Amos 10V  

For the Kambrya students, the host stay was definitely one of the biggest highlights of the trip. On our arrival to 
Osaka, we met up with our designated host students. There was a lot of chatter and anxiousness before meeting up 
with them as for most of the Kambrya students, it was our first time staying with a host student from a foreign 
country. On the first day the students individually took us out to spend the day with them. This was a very valuable 
experience as we were given the opportunity to talk to our host despite the language barrier, building up our 
confidence.  

We all arrived at our student’s house at different times, where we were given an introduction to their Japanese 
styled (and very small!) houses. Many of us had difficulties with the bathroom as is wasn’t one you would’ve seen in 
Australia. The bathroom was a wet-proofed bathroom, meaning you could get anything wet in the bathroom and it 
wouldn’t damage the walls or ceiling.  

We all meet up with each other on the second day, where we discussed what we had done with our hosts on the 
first day. Some of us had gone to the Osaka Castle and even Universal Studios; a very famous theme park in Japan! 
The whole school, including the Kambrya students, all went to an Assembly hosted by the Sakuranomiya teachers in 
order to introduce the Kambrya students to the school. We then all split of into two groups, were we either 
practiced calligraphy to draw the different Kanji in the Japanese language or to do sporting activities like basketball 
or badminton. Despite the weather being very hot, the Sakuranomiya students were very enthusiastic about their 
sport and gave it their all when playing.  

The Kambrya students all participated in cooking class in which we made very delicious Maki Sushi (quite traditional). 
The school also offered many after school clubs like the Green Tea Ceremony and Art Club (Ms Jefferies’ favourite!) 
and the rowing club. The rowing club was a little difficult for some of us, as the techniques and momentum was hard 
to go along with. However, it was still very fun and gave us the opportunity to know more about the Sakuranomiya 
students. In art club, we were able to create our own little button pins that we decorated and crafted with metal and 
plastic seals. We also designed our own Japanese styled fans!  

For the Tea Ceremony, we were served traditional candy (eaten before drinking the Matcha tea in order to bring out 
its bitterness) and Matcha (green) Tea, which was very bitter but also refreshing. During the third day at the school, 
we all shared our little Bento boxes (lunch boxes) that our host family had provided us with and we were introduced 
to many different English classes. The Kambrya students presented a power point that we had created before leaving 
for Japan. They all found the PowerPoint very interesting as it gave information on Australian culture. We then 
individually made our way to different table groups, introducing ourselves to the Sakuranomiya students and did 
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activities together such as origami, English language puzzles, and answering some of their questions for us. The 
students were at first quite shy, but came around in the end to being enthusiastic and very kind.  

There was also a concert taking place during lunch time, were multiple Sakuranomiya students sang and played 
instruments. After school, some of the Kambrya students and our hosts stayed together and we went to an arcade, 
with multiple photo booths.  We all took photos together whilst doing somewhat embarrassing poses. It was 
amazing and fun getting to spend more time together.  

Our last day we spent at Nara, touring the city and feeding deer whilst exploring the massive Buddhist temple 
Todaiji. In Nara there are deer that roam around and you can feed them deer crackers. They were aggressively-
friendly in a way that if they thought you had food, they would chase you and occasionally bite you.  In the temple 
there was a pillar with a hole the size of the giant Buddhist statue’s nostril. If a person could fit through this hole it 
was said that their dreams would come true. In the temple we bought fortunes for our futures. The majority of the 
fortunes we got were good fortunes while others were not so lucky. 

After we arrived back from Nara, the school prepared a farewell party for us where one of the school’s bands played 
songs for us and we got to enjoy Japanese treats. The goodbyes to our host families was the hardest part of the 
Japan trip. There was lots of tears and hugging. None of us wanted to leave as we had all gotten very close to our 
families. Luckily we all are still able to contact them through the line app. We parted ways with our hosts on the 
fourth day, many of us cried out of happiness as we were given the chance to spend and grow a bond with our hosts 
brother/sister. Making our way to Tokyo shortly after our goodbyes on the shinkansen, we still were sad, but all 
mostly glad for this amazing experience to have happened.  

If anyone is interested in going to Japan as part of the school trip, we would highly recommend it as becoming 
friends with a host student is definitely one of the best experiences in life! 

Tokyo             Matisse Hogarth – 10V 

While in Tokyo we went to Harajuku, the borderless art museum and Akihabara. 
Harajuku is the youth fashion capital of Tokyo. We each split into small groups to do our own shopping. We ate lunch 
and afterwards showed off what we bought. 
The borderless art museum was a massive art museum with no set path. However each section was drastically 
different one room was filled with butterflies and flowers. Another was made of mirrors and lanterns hanging from 
the ceiling. The two hours we spent there was not long enough!  
Akihabara is Tokyo’s anime and manga capital. We all had lots of fun buying figurines and other merchandise. There 
were maid cafes and animal cafes everywhere! 
Overall our experience in main city Tokyo was super fun and we all had so much fun. 
 

Tokyo Disneyland     Carter Hughes W9B & Kavindu Henda-Witharana W9B  

Tokyo’s Disneyland was an amazing experience. We got the opportunity to go on so many different rides such as 
splash mountain, Space mountain, Poo Bears honey hunt and so much more we all enjoyed. Even though it was a 
public holiday and the lines were long, it was really fun. Most of us got to even meet some mascots like Mr 
Incredible and some of the Green Army Men from Toy Story. At night the Disney Castle was lit up with very bright 
and wonderful colours and it looked beautiful which inspired us to take a lot of pictures.. Everyone that had gone on 
the trip will say that Disneyland was absolutely amazing. #happiestplaceonearth  
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VET Sport & Rec News

Over the last two weeks the VET Sport and Recreation students have been participating in different experiences to 
complete their competencies for the course. The students spent a full day learning how to administer first aid and 
respond to emergency situations. It was fantastic to see the students participate in such an important training day and 
help them gain an additional qualification they can use when working in the community.

To conclude our Work Health and Safety unit, the students voted on and chose an excursion they would like to participate 
in and developed a risk assessment plan to submit to the school. The students work was very detailed and as a reward 
they enjoyed a fun excursion to Bounce to celebrate their hard work.

Ms Lisa Luck
VET Sport and Recreation Teacher
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G.I.R.L.s Program News

G.I.R.L.s Program News 
As mentioned in the Term 4 Week 1 Newsletter ‘Darrabi News’, Kambrya College is one of 128 
schools and youth organisations to receive a 2019 Victorian Junior Landcare & Biodiversity Grant. 
Along with the Darrabi class, the students in W9G G.I.R.L.s Program will also be undertaking a 
Garden Project on school grounds. This grant enables us to create an Indigenous garden adjacent to 
the staff car park, near the entrance to the gymnasium. The girls have designed the space and 
selected local flora to beautify the space.   

The Victorian Government is funding these grants to provide young Victorians at schools, groups and 
communities an opportunity to participate in outdoor, hands-on, on-ground projects, and 
environmental learning activities that provide both environmental and educational outcomes, as 
well as health and social benefits. 
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ARTS News
 
2019 Arts Evening of Excellence  
On Thursday 24th October, Kambrya College showcased a selection of student work in our annual Evening of 
Excellence. The gallery featured artworks from students in Studio Art, Visual Communication Design and 
Media. It was a high-quality display of work that was admired by many viewers on the evening. Following the 
Visual Arts exhibition, a Performing Arts showcase in the theatre featured various star performers from years 
7 – 12. Acts included soloists and ensembles from Music, Drama and Dance, as well as a showing of Media 
film. This was our largest and most varied Evening of Excellence to date, and we congratulate all the students 
whose work was chosen to feature as part of the evening. A huge thank you to all the staff and students 
involved in putting on such a major event, as well as to all those who came along to support the Arts and enjoy 
a fabulous evening.  
- Leya Mackus, Head of Arts  
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Year 10 Drama – Malthouse Theatre ‘Suitcase Series’  
This semester, the students in Year 10 Drama have been devising their own performance work as a class, as 
part of their involvement in Malthouse Theatre Company’s ‘Suitcase Series’. This program is designed to 
expand students’ theatre experiences, and they work collaboratively to interpret and respond to a specially 
commissioned script. This year, students worked with the play ‘ATOMIC’ by Amelia Chandos Evans, which 
explores the idea of climate change and the different ways we can view, experience and respond to the 
environmental crises that are occurring around the world. After months of developing scenes from this script, 
as well as writing and devising their own original works, we combined these together as a class to create a 15 
minute performance piece that we took to Malthouse Theatre on Friday 25th October. On this day, we watched 
the performance works of other schools in Victoria and our students had the opportunity to perform their 
work to others. I was incredibly proud watching them perform in a professional theatre in front of a new 
audience; they did a brilliant job and should be very proud of what they achieved. Some of their choices and 
ideas were even the same as the professionals! Congratulations to these students on a fantastic semester of 
Drama.  
- Leya Mackus, Senior Drama Teacher  
 

 

 



11

Community News

 

 

  

  

 

 

MESSAGE FROM VICTORIA POLICE 

The use of social media to sell/buy goods is becoming increasingly popular with the whole 
community, especially young people.   Recently, a number of robberies have been committed during 
this type of transaction.   If you are planning on using sites such as Marketplace or Gumtree etc, 
please follow some simple safety precautions: 

• Consider the time and location.   Agree to meet in a public place, where there is likely 
CCTV coverage, and at a time when there are other people around 

• Take someone with you.   For young people, take a parent/guardian or adult friend/sibling 
• When buying, be wary of items that seem very cheap.   If it seems too good to be true, it 

probably is 
• If you become a victim, notify police immediately 


