
Kambrya News
Newsletter Term 2, Edition 5

68 Bemersyde Dr,  Berwick,  VIC 3806
Phone: 9707 7600       

Email: kambrya.co@edumail.vic.gov.au           www.kambryacollege.com
CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K

Key Dates
2021

All School Calendar dates now appear on 
Compass - we strongly encourage all parents 

to check for upcoming events through 
Compass, click on the Calendar Tab, then 

Public Whole School Calendar, you are able to 
view details in a Week or Month format.

Thursday, 24th June

Parent/Teacher/Student Conference
Bookings Open

Reports Published

Friday, 25th June

Last day Term 2

Thursday, 29th July
11am to 7pm

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences

Friday, 30th July
9am to 1pm

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences

Please refer to the letters included in this 
newsletter for important Course Direction 

dates for 2022 Later Years students

Year 9 into 10
Year 10 into 11

Principal’s Message

Dear parents, guardians, students, staff and community members, 

I’m sure I am not alone in saying that I am glad holidays are here!  It has been 
another huge term at the College, made more complex by the transition to 
and from remote learning. 

Student Achievements

Big shout out to Year 12 student Jorja Lirsh for her fantastic fundraising effort 
over the last week.   With the support of our school community, she raised 
just over $4000 for a local charity that supports children in need.   Hundreds 
of students flocked to the courtyard to see the highest bidders cut her hair 
that she has been growing since primary school!   Well done Jorja!

Our Year 7 netball team had a cracking day of success this week!  Well done 
team!  More details later in the newsletter.   

Well done to the annual production crew and the student leaders for 
organising the GREASE themed casual dress day yesterday.   There were some 
very slick outfits on display!  Looking forward to the production next term!

Student Reports and Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences

Student reports have now been uploaded to Compass.   All parents should 
download them and facilitate a discussion with your child to unpack them.   
Parent/Teacher/Student Conference bookings are also now open.   Following 
the great feedback last term, we are again going to do them online, and we 
are also scheduling a second day in order to provide more families with the 
opportunity to get appointments; our teachers are very popular and they 
book out quickly!  They will be running on Thursday 29 July from 11am-
7pm, and Friday 30 July from 9am-1pm.   On these two days, students will be 
provided with instructions and work for independent learning from home.  
In the event that it is required, supervision may be available here at school for 
students.  Parents will need to register their request for student supervision 
onsite using this form, by Friday 23 July (I must know in advance so that I can 
arrange some relief teachers for supervision).

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hgKqgfGlqkyDu1ViObXtOeTD_PzPaE9JrxuoAEfGfpRUQjY2QzJLTEVFTjRVSzBDWEtNQVY5RDNHVy4u
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Course Direction and Subject Selections
Believe it or not, we are now well under-way with our planning for 2022!  Course Direction and Subject/Pathway 
selection processes have now begun with Year 9, 10 and 11 students.   Please keep your eye out for important 
correspondence regarding this; there has already been plenty of information sent home, but there are further 
reminders later in this newsletter too.  There are critical deadlines for submissions, so please ensure that you check 
them.   Year 8 students will receive information about their Year 9 options straight after the holidays.    

NAIDOC week
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by 
Australians from all walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and to support 
your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.

NAIDOC 2021 will be from 4-11 July.   The theme for 2021 is “Heal country” and it invites the nation to embrace 
First Nations’ cultural knowledge and understanding of Country as part of Australia’s national heritage and equally 
respect the culture and values of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islanders as they do the cultures and values 
of all Australians.

I encourage all families to engage with this important national discourse.  Further information about NAIDOC Week 
2021 can be found at https://www.naidoc.org.au/

As we draw the curtains on another term, I’d like to close by again thanking our students for their resilience and 
determination to keep engaged, despite the challenges that they have been facing with transitions to and from 
remote learning.   To our teachers and support staff; you are incredible.   Your ongoing support for one another, and 
your dedication to the students, is inspirational.   And to our parents and guardians, thank you for your unwavering 
support of both your children and our staff.  I know that this past 18 months has been really tough for many of you 
in different ways, but the strength of community continues to shine through these tough times.

Wishing all families a great holiday period.   I hope that you all manage to have a rest and find some quality time 
together.

Kind regards,

Keith Perry
Principal

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 18th birthday 

to the newest member 

of our admin team, 

Erica! 

 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/ 
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                                  Jorja Cuts Her Hair for Charity!
As you may be aware from a previous newsletter, one of our year 12 students, Jorja has spent the past few weeks 
raising money for Backpacks4VICkids by promising to cut her Rapunzel length hair. Last Thursday at lunchtime in the 
courtyard, students and staff gathered to support Jorja as the 5 students and staff who donated the most money had 
the privilege of cutting Jorja’s hair. It was understandably a very emotional day for Jorja as it had been 6 years since 
her last hair cut but she felt incredibly supported by everyone cheering her on. Jorja set her fundraising goal at $2000 
and she more than doubled her goal, raising $4080 for Backpacks4VICkids. The money raised will help support a large 
number of children who are placed into foster care or emergency care. Jorja would like to pass on her sincere thanks 
to everyone in the Kambrya College community who showed their support and donated to this amazing cause. Jorja 
was blown away at the generosity of her peers and teachers and the wider community and appreciated the many 
comments of support that were left on her fundraising page. Jorja also organised for her hair to be donated to a 
charity called Hair with Heart which uses donated hair to make wigs for children who have lost their hair due to long 
term medical conditions. The Kambrya College staff are incredibly proud of Jorja and her willingness to help others. 
Congratulations Jorja on your achievement and your stylish new hairdo!

                                     Free Dress Day for Grease
On Thursday 24th June, our free-dress day for the term was Grease and 50s themed! It was so great to see so many people 
getting involved with creative outfits and costumes in the lead up to our Term 3 production of Grease! A big thank you to 
everyone who participated and helped to raise funds for the show, and especially to Charlotte Davison and the student leaders 
who worked behind the scenes to make it happen. It was even topped up with Grease songs for the bell music!

The production students and staff have encountered numerous disruptions over the past 18 months whilst trying to get this 
show together, so it was lovely to see so much support that helped get everyone excited for the show! Production students 
will continue rehearsing over the holidays to prepare for performances in week 6. We all have fingers and toes crossed that the 
challenges are all behind us and we look forward to sharing ticket information with you at the start of next term!
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Ring Pull Drive 

 

Some of the local Lions Clubs in Melbourne are working closely with 
the Royal Children’s Hospital by asking people to save their ring pull 
tabs from their aluminium cans and donate them for a good cause. 

The ring tabs are made of an expensive and extremely strong metal – 
Titanium - and it takes 26,000 (7kg) of the tabs to make a wheelchair 
and 3000 tabs to make a set of prosthetic legs for children in need. 

The sustainability team here at Kambrya College are heavily invested 
and dedicated to recycling and we are asking for our community to 
help with this great cause by collecting ring pulls at home and to 
then bring them to school where there will be a collection box set up 
in the front of the library next to the battery recycling box. These 
will then be forwarded to the Lions Club on behalf of our college.  

Not only will you be making a difference to the lives of children in 
need, but you will also be reducing landfill and making a difference 
to the future of our planet.  

Kindest regards 

Leo Stauber, Julie Smith and the Sustainability Team. 

 
 

Ring P
ull Dr

ive

                                                                     Year 7 Netball
                                                                                                  A Team
On the 23rd of June 2021, the Year 7 A Team participated in a netball tournament. The team consisted of Izzy, Taonga, Mia, 
Rhiannon, Maddie, Shae, Sasha, Chloe, Kesaia and Nariyah. The first two games were easy and we smashed the teams in points. 
Unfortunately, Kesaia (one of our awesome defenders) was injured in the second game. Despite our minor set-back, in the third 
game we still managed to win a close game against Koo Wee Rup (8-7). In the third game, our passing wasn’t too good but we 
adjusted during our free time in between games. It helped a lot in our last game against Lakeside. In the end we won all our 
games and came first overall. Because of a mixture of hard work, practice and team work, the 2021 Year 7 Girls A Team will be 
going through to the next round! Thanks for a great day girls.
By Nariyah and Taonga 

                                                                                                  B Team 
On the 23rd of June 2021, we the Year 7 Kambrya girl’s B team competed in an interschool sports netball tournament. Our 
players included Tashi, Methuki, Nisini, Lochini, Jayde, Kelly, Matilda, Tyla and Shae. Our best match was against Edenbrook, 
which we won with a score of 23-0! We made it into the Grand Final and after a close match, we lost by three to Koo Wee Rup. 
This placed us into second place out of all the schools! Our team cannot wait to compete again next year! 
By Tashi
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                                                          Course Direction            

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

An integral component of your child’s educational journey is the decision about their Later 
Years pathway. Your child will be involved in a rigorous process to assist them in 
determining their pathway for Year 10. This will include not only choosing their electives, 
but also deciding whether to attempt a course designed to prepare them for success in 
VCE, or a course developed to prepare students for VCAL in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to run an Information Evening as we have 
done in previous years.  
Please take note of the following critical dates and features of the 2022 Later Years Course 
Direction process.   
 
Wednesday 16th June 
Assembly for students  

• All Year 9 students will receive a formal introduction to the Later Years and an 
overview of the course selection process during an assembly that will take place 
during their BRICKS class. Screencasts and accompanying documentation 
including Course Handbooks will be released on Compass for Students and 
Parents to view from this date. Parents are strongly encouraged to view the 
screencasts in lieu of attending an Information Evening.  
 

Question form 
• Parents and Students who have questions about the course selection process or 

individual pathway options should complete the following online form LY Course 
Direction Queries prior to Wednesday 23rd June so that the Later Years Team can 
respond prior to the end of Term 2. 
 

Monday 21st June – Web Preferences Opens at 3pm 
• Students will receive an email to their Kambrya College email that contains their 

individual link to the Web Preference System. There is no preference given to 
student allocations based on when they are submitted. Students are encouraged 
to take their time to consider their pathway options and discuss these with their 
family before submitting their course application via Web Preferences. Students 
who are intending to exit Kambrya must indicate this on the Web Preference 
system. Students must enter a parent email address into the Web Preferences 
system and this will automatically send the parent a receipt of student 
preferences to sign off on digitally. 

 

Monday 12th July – Web Preferences Closes at 3pm 
• The Web Preference system will close at 3pm. Students who do not submit their 

course application by this date and time will be required to contact Ms. Kinsella 
or Mr. McDonald via email to arrange a meeting to discuss their future pathway. 
Late applications will be processed after all on time applications and may result 
in students not being able to access their preferred pathways/subjects. 
 

 
Week beginning 2nd August – Pre-VCAL Interviews 

• Students who have applied for a Pre VCAL pathway maybe required to attend a 
short interview with a member of the VCAL Leadership Team to discuss their 
suitability for the Pre VCAL program, VET application and Structured Work 
Placement. Students will be provided with their interview date and time early in 
Term 3.  
 

Mid-September – Course Confirmation 
• Student pathway and subject confirmation will be sent via email to students and 

parents. Booklists/Fee Schedules will accompany the course confirmation. 
 
Regards  
 

                                                                                
 
Kelly Kinsella      Martin McDonald 
VCE Assistant Principal     VCAL Assistant Principal 

                                                                            Year 9 into 10     

                                                                            Year 10 into 11     

Monday 12th July – Web Preferences Closes at 3pm 
• The Web Preference system will close at 3pm. Students who do not submit their 

course application by this date and time will be required to contact Ms. Kinsella 
or Mr. McDonald via email to arrange a meeting to discuss their future pathway. 
Late applications will be processed after all on time applications and may result 
in students not being able to access their preferred pathways/subjects. 
 

 
Week beginning 19th July  – Course Direction Interviews 

• All Year 10 students will be allocated an interview time with a member of the 
Later Years Leadership Team. These interviews will involve a discussion about 
each students academic pathway, course selection and future career 
aspirations. Students will receive their interview time on the second day of Term 
3. Further information regarding parent involvement in these interviews will be 
published at the beginning of Term 3 and will be subject to COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 

Mid-September – Course Confirmation 
• Student pathway and subject confirmation will be sent via email to students and 

parents. Booklists/Fee Schedules will accompany the course confirmation. 
 
Regards  

                                                                                        
 
Kelly Kinsella     Martin McDonald 
VCE Assistant Principal    VCAL Assistant Principal 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

An integral component of your child’s educational journey is the decision about their Later 
Years pathway. Your child will be involved in a rigorous process to assist them in 
determining their pathway for Year 11. This involves them selecting to study either the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
(VCAL) 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to run an Information Evening as we have 
done in previous years.  
Please take note of the following critical dates and features of the 2022 Later Years Course 
Direction process.   
 
Thursday 17th June 
 Assembly for students  

• All Year 10 students will receive an overview of the course selection process 
during an assembly.  All screencasts and accompanying documentation including 
Course Handbooks will be released on Compass for Students and Parents to view 
from this date. Parents are strongly encouraged to view the screencasts.  
 
 

Question form 
• Parents and Students who have questions about the course selection process or 

individual pathway options should complete the following online form LY Course 
Direction Queries prior to Wednesday 23rd June so that the Later Years Team can 
respond prior to the end of Term 2. 

•  
 

Monday 21st  June – Web Preferences Opens at 3pm 
• Students will receive an email to their Kambrya College email that contains their 

individual link to the Web Preference System. There is no preference given to 
student allocations based on when they are submitted. Students are encouraged 
to take their time to consider their pathway options and discuss these with their 
family before submitting their course application via Web Preferences. Students 
who are intending to exit Kambrya must indicate this on the Web Preference 
system. Once students submit their preferences, they will be required to enter 
their parents email address and a receipt will be sent to the parent email so that 
the parent can provide an electronic signature on the form. 
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For parents and carers 

Wellbeing support for students during the 
school holidays  
This guide provides tips and resources for parents, carers and families to support the mental 
health and wellbeing of children and young people in their care during the school holidays. This 
includes services to reach out to if more support is needed. 
 
Actions that support positive mental health  
• Exercise boosts mood and mental health – make it fun! 
• Eating healthily to improve mood 
• Prioritise sleep to support mental and emotional wellbeing 
• Explore relaxation techniques and coping strategies 
• Stay in touch and catch up with friends and loved ones 
• Make time to do things they enjoy 
• Practice positive self-talk – and remember they are not alone 
• Seek professional help if needed.1 

The Department have developed wellbeing activities and conversation starters for parents and 
carers of primary school-aged children and secondary school-aged children. 

Feeling it: mindfulness resources and activities for senior secondary students: Smiling Mind gives 
tips on self care, understanding and managing emotions, being mindful, being kind to yourself, 
navigating uncertainty and preparing for change.  
 

Signs a child or young person may need mental health support 
In some cases, these actions will not be enough to support positive mental health.  

Keep an eye out and seek professional help for changes that last two or more weeks such as: 

• Loss of interest or involvement in activities normally enjoyed 
• Feeling ‘low’, unusually stressed or worried 
• Ordinary things get harder 
• Being easily irritated or angry 
• Taking more dangerous risks, like using alcohol or drugs 
• Withdrawal or feeling overwhelmed 
• Difficulties with concentration and motivation 
• Having a lot of negative thoughts 
• Changing in sleeping and eating.2 3 

 

 
1 headspace – a parents guide to school issues and stress https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/parents-guide-tips-for-managing-stress-and-problems-at-school/ 
2 headspace ‘mental health and you’ poster  https://headspace.org.au/assets/Uploads/Mental-Health-Posters-mgpdf.pdf 
3 headspace – how to talk to your children about mental health https://headspace.org.au/dads/ 
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Family violence support and resources 
• Safe Steps, support for anyone in Victoria who is experiencing or afraid of family violence: 

1800 015 188 www.safesteps.org.au  
• 1800RESPECT, sexual assault, domestic family violence counselling service (including 

information in 28 different languages): 1800 737 732 www.1800respect.org.au   
• What’s okay at home, a domestic violence resources centre: www.woah.org.au 

• Family violence support  

 

Self-harm and suicide prevention resources 
• Getting a mental health care plan (ReachOut) 
• What you need to know about self-harm (headspace)  

• How to help when someone is suicidal (SANE Australia)  

 

Mental health resources 
• Mental Health Toolkit:  contains resources for students, parents and carers to support the mental 

health and wellbeing of children and young people in their care including: 
• Raising Learners Podcast Series: providing expert advice/information to parents/carers on 

topics including how to keep your child safe online. 
• Understanding mental health – fact sheet (Orygen) 

• Learn how to handle tough times (headspace) 

• Get into life (to keep your headspace healthy) (headspace) 

• Supporting your young person during the holidays (headspace) 
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Young people supporting each other 
Young people are most likely to turn to each other for support before seeking out an adult or 
service provider.  
Young people can support each other by: 

• contacting 000 if a friend needs urgent assistance or is at risk of harming themselves or others 

• reaching out to a friend, offering support and letting them know you care 

• letting their friend know they may need to tell a trusted adult about their concerns. 

Having these types of conversations can be difficult for young people. Information for young people 
on how to support a friend is available on the headspace website: How to help a friend going 
through a tough time 

 
Mental health support  
• Your local GP 
• headspace Counselling: Victorian Government secondary school students including those who 

have just finished schooling can access counselling services from headspace. During the 
holidays, students can self-refer by calling their local headspace centre. Students can self-refer 
by calling their local headspace centre.  

• eheadspace, online and phone counselling for young people aged 12 to 25 and their families: 
1800 650 890 www.headspace.org.au/eheadspace 

• Kids Helpline, online and phone counselling for young people aged 5 to 25: 1800 551 

800 www.kidshelpline.com.au  

• Lifeline, crisis support and suicide prevention for all Australians: 13 11 14 www.lifeline.org.au  

• Beyond Blue, online and phone support service for individuals experiencing depression and 

anxiety and their families: 1300 224 636 www.beyondblue.org.au (including translated 

resources to help parents and families support young people’s mental health).  
• Head to Help, digital mental health resources from Australian organisations: 1800 595 212 

www.headtohelp.org.au/ 
• Suicide Call Back Service, online, phone and video counselling for anyone affected 

by suicidal thoughts: 1300 659 467 www.suicidecallbackservice.org.au  
• contacting 000 if you are in an emergency, or at immediate risk of harm to yourself or others. 

 

 

 Mental Health and Wellbeing Supports
 During the Holidays
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                     Science News

                   Community News

For further inform
ation about holiday activities

and events or if you have a referral enquiry, 
please contact Youth and Fam

ily Services
on 9793 2155, visit us at 

youth.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au or
facebook.com

/cgdyouthservices

B
o

o
k

in
g

 in
fo

r
m

a
t

io
n

•	 To	attend	these	activities,	you	m
ust	live,	study,	w

ork	
or	have	signifi

cant	connection	to	the	City	of	G
reater	

D
andenong.

•	 B
ookings	or	registrations	are	required	for	all	activities.

•	 B
ook	in	early	as	som

e	activities	w
ill	sell	out.	A

	registration	
form

	m
ust	be	com

pleted.	Spots	cannot	be	kept	on	hold.

•	 A
ll	bookings	cancellations	m

ust	be	m
ade	at	least	48	

hours	prior	(unless	due	to	m
edical	reasons,	then	please	

advise	Youth	and	Fam
ily	Services).

•	 B
ookings	are	non-transferable	under	any	circum

stances.

•	 A
ctivities	m

ay	be	cancelled	w
here	bookings	num

bers	are	
low

.	Young	people	w
ill	be	notifi

ed.

•	 A
ctivities	m

ight	be	cancelled	to	align	w
ith	the	m

ost	
current	CO

V
ID

-19	governm
ent	restrictions.

•	 Young	people	m
ust	follow

	peer	leaders	and	staff	
instructions	at	all	tim

es.	O
ffensive	or	abusive	language	/	

behaviour	w
ill	not	be	tolerated	and	m

ay	result	in	young	
people	being	asked	to	leave	the	activities	and	possibly	
not	attend	the	rest	of	the	holiday	activities.

•	 Please	bring	your	ow
n	face	m

ask.

•	 A
ll	activities	are	strictly	no	sm

oking,	no	drugs	and	no	
alcohol.

•	 Carers	are	w
elcom

e	to	assist	young	people	w
ith	additional	

needs.	Please	contact	Youth	and	Fam
ily	Services	for	

further	details.

Follow
 us on instagram

@
GREATERDANDENONGYOUTHSERVICES

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com

/cgdyouthservices
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ill be 
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et to ensure public safety 
for these holiday activities.

A
ll participants w

ill be 
checked in via Q

R
 code.

W
heelchair accessible activity and/

or venue. P
lease call 9793 2155 for 

further details.
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                                                                     Admin News
Student Administration
A reminder to parents/guardians to email the college with any change of details as they occur such as:
• Change of address
• Change of mobile phone numbers
• Change of email address
• Changes to emergency contacts

Should you have any queries in relation to this please contact Student Admin/Attendance staff as follows:
• Parents of Year 7 – 9 students please call 9707 7609 
• Parents of Year 10 – 12 students please call 9707 7616

Changes are required in writing, which can be emailed through to kambrya.co@education.vic.gov.au  or in person - completion 
of a change of personal details form will be required.

Students Leaving School Early/Arriving Late
A reminder to parents/guardians to notify the college prior to students arriving to school either via email, in writing (a note 
with student) or phone call if your child/ren are:
• Arriving to school late - this is to avoid detentions being issued 
• Leaving school early for a planned appointment - if prior knowledge is given our front office staff can arrange for your 

child/ren to be waiting for you to collect them at the front office
• For emergencies/unplanned appointments or other reasons for your child/ren to leave school early - please contact the 

front office via phone so that we can arrange for your child/ren to be waiting for you at the front office to be picked up
• Parents/Guardians/Emergency contacts must have their photo ID on when collecting their child/ren and sign students out 

in the Early Leavers book

Car Park/Access to School Grounds During School Hours
Parents, please note that parents are not permitted in either of the school car parks at any time - the car park is reserved for 
staff and supplier deliveries for the school only.  Our car park is not to be used as a student pick up or drop off zone, as we 
believe it to be a dangerous practice. 

Please also note that parents are not permitted to enter the school grounds during school/class times. We request that you 
please wait for your child to exit the school grounds at the end of the day and meet you in a designated meeting place, if you 
do need to enter the school grounds for any reason, then please make your way to Reception and speak with a member of 
the Administration staff. 


