
Kambrya News
Newsletter Term 4, Edition 2

68 Bemersyde Dr,  Berwick,  VIC 3806
Phone: 9707 7600       

Email: kambrya.co@education.vic.gov.au           www.kambryacollege.com
CRICOS Provider Code: 00861K

Key Dates
2021/22

All School Calendar dates now appear on 
Compass - we strongly encourage all parents 

to check for upcoming events through 
Compass, click on the Calendar Tab, then 

Public Whole School Calendar, you are able to 
view details in a Week or Month format.

Monday, 8th November

Curriculum Day

Tuesday, 9th November

2022 Commencement Timetable Begins

4th to 7th December

Grease Production

Friday, 17th December

Last Day of Term 4

Monday, 31st January 2022

First Day of Term 1

Monday, 7th February 2022

School Photos

Principal’s Message

Dear students, staff, parents and guardians, and community members, 

After the drain of yet another long lockdown and remote learning period, words can’t 
describe how great it is to see our school humming again with the sounds of students and 
staff working together.  The school has come alive again!  Sincere thanks to all students, staff 
and parents/guardians for your unbelievable efforts to support one another over the last 
few months.   Big thanks also to the students for their ongoing support of our COVIDsafe 
practices, particularly our masks indoors, and our year level ‘bubbles’.

Today marked the final day of the 2021 academic year, and next Tuesday all students will 
be rolling up to their new year levels and starting their 2022 classes.   If you haven’t already 
checked, please ensure that students have fresh exercise books ready for their classes next 
week. 

Our Year 12 VCE students are well underway with their final examinations, and all is going 
well so far!  We are also going to be able to invite all of our Year 12 students back onsite in 
a few weeks for a proper farewell, and their valedictory evening is now looking like it is back 
on too!  Happy days!

Big shout out to some amazing young musicians, who have recently won Triple J’s Unearthed 
competition!  What an amazing achievement!  Check out the full write up later in this 
newsletter.   We are also now using some of their tracks as our music between bells at recess 
and lunchtime. 

A reminder to all families that if your child returns a positive COVID19 result and has 
been onsite to please let me know immediately via an email to covidresponseteam@
kambryacollege.vic.edu.au.  Please do not assume that the health authorities will let me 
know.     

Wishing all families a fantastic weekend. 

Kind regards, 

Keith Perry

Principal
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                                                         Student Achievement
Pearson Photo Competition - Kiera Mahon

Congratulations to Kiera Mahon 11V for having 2 photographs considered by Pearson Publishing to appear 
in the new edition VCE chemistry and physics textbooks. To see her images and the eventual winning 
images, click on the link below.

Congratulations to the winning students! (pearson.com)

Debating and Public Speaking (DAPS) Success!

In 2021, our Debating and Public Speaking (DAPS) program competed in the Debating Association of Victoria’s 
Online Public Speaking Competition. Students from year 7 to 10 recorded their prepared persuasive speeches 
at school rather than performing them in person due to ongoing Covid restrictions. This was an exciting new 
challenge for many of students, trying to perform their 3 or 5 minutes speeches in one take. The competition 
received more than a hundred entries from schools across the state, our students scored exceptionally well. All 
students achieved higher than average. 

Elizabeth Olsson from 10V was placed in the top 10 in the Intermediate Division, which moved her into the state 
final. This final was held in October, and required Elizabeth and the other finalists to attend a Zoom call, repeat 
there prepared speeches and also perform an impromptu speech, written in a 5 minute prep time in response 
to one of two single word prompts. A panel of judges scored both speeches. We are so proud to congratulate 
Elizabeth on her well-deserved THIRD PLACE. Thank you for representing our school so brilliantly. 

Further congratulations to our other DAPS superstars for their incredible bravery and talent. 

Devash Soni, Year 7
Jesse Barnett, Year 8 
Saumya Patel, Year 9
Michelle Cruz, Year 10
Elizabeth Olsson, Year 10

We are excited to continue this fantastic program in 2022, starting in Commencement. 
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                                                                      Arts News

                                                         Student Achievement
Kambrya students win Triple J Unearthed competition 
Kambrya College is celebrating the achievements of Music students Will Smith (yr11) Anagha Iyer and 
Nate Hughan (yr9), whose band Dewey recently were one of the winners in Triple J’s Unearthed ‘All Ages’ 
competition. Each of these students have been actively involved in the Music department at Kambrya 
since year 7, through the college’s classroom Music program and Musician Development Program (MDP).   

 

Triple J Unearthed 
began in 1995 to 
discover and 
promote young 
Australian 
musicians and 
bands, many of 
whom have gone 
on to achieve 
outstanding 
commercial and 
critical success in 
the industry, 
including Missy 
Higgins, Grinspoon 
& Killing Heidi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will Smith (vocals, guitar) initially recorded his debut solo album - Point of Break - during lockdown #4 in 
May of this year (performing all the instrumental and vocal parts himself) after forming the band Dewey, 
along with Nate Hughan (drums) and Anagha Iyer (bass), as both a vehicle for performing Will’s album 
material and to develop and perform new material. The band will be performing at several concerts in the 
new year as part of the Triple J Unearthed All Ages Tour.  

Show your support for the band by visiting these links: 

https://open.spotify.com/artist/3VFVLSEEsyc95IbjQIriTL?si=TFnSiCFUQ2WzPoDUDg1_bA 

https://www.instagram.com/dewey_band/ 

https://www.abc.net.au/triplej/program-unearthed/all-ages-tour-the-push-competition-winners-
announced-2021/13583080 

https://www.triplejunearthed.com/artist/dewey.html 

https://www.triplejunearthed.com/artist/dewey.html 
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                                                                         Wellbeing News

 

Returning to School after Lockdown 

As lockdown ends and students return to school, it is natural to feel uncertain or anxious 
about what the new ‘new normal’ will look like. Many of us have adjusted to our new 
routines and may not feel ready for change, while some of us are worried or uneasy 
about what the relaxing of restrictions will bring with it.   

Here are some suggestions to help you and your child.   

Listen and support  

Talk to your child about how they’re feeling. Listen to them and reassure them that it’s 
normal to feel anxious, scared, overwhelmed or worried about going back to school. 
It’s also normal to feel excited at the same time as feeling stressed or scared about the 
changes and lifting of restrictions. As well as concerns about social distancing and how 
they will be able to safely interact with their friends, some kids are also concerned 
about how to reconnect with their friends. Talk to your children about the positives of 
the upcoming changes, including what they like to do at school that they haven’t 
been able to do at home during remote learning.  Adopt a problem-solving approach:  
helping children focus on what they can control, rather than worrying about the things 
that are outside our control. 

Create a plan  

Make a plan for the first day and first week of school. Planning can help reduce stress 
and anxiety by adding structure and routine to new, changed or uncertain situations.  

• Allow time for relaxation and homework, as well as some tasks around the 
home which are suitable for your child’s age and stage of development.  

• Re-establishing routine: particularly around lunch and break times and 
bedtimes/morning routines so they get back into those routines prior to 
returning to school.  

o The day before: get your child to pack their bag and prepare their 
uniform - this leaves you plenty of time to notice if anything is forgotten. 

o The morning of: Allow more time than usual to get ready. 
• Restrict and/or reduce how much news and media younger children are 

exposed to, as this may scare or worry them. For older children, help them to 
source reputable and reliable media and talk about what they’re 
reading/viewing.  

• Support kids to get plenty of rest, particularly in the first week or two after 
returning to school, as they will be adjusting to a much busier schedule than 
what they have recently been used to.  

• Make positive statements to your child about what they’re doing well, and 
how they’re coping with the challenges and expectations placed on them by 
the teachers and the school.  

• Build in some ‘down time’ at home when children return home after a school 
day. If possible, go for a walk together to the park, or engage in a relaxing 
activity together, and provide a healthy after school snack.  

• As a family, plan some fun recreational and social activities to look forward to 
on the weekends.  

Reassure your child that it is safe to go to school 

To help your child feel safe, have a conversation with them explaining that: 
• the decision to return to school is based on medical advice 
• children do not usually get sick from COVID-19 
• everyone at school is working hard to make sure that children are safe 
• anyone who is unwell will stay at home 
• the government is keeping an eye on things – if it starts to be unsafe, decisions 

about what to do will be made 
• discuss what they are looking forward to and what they are worrying about 
• reinforce good hygiene practices. 

Coach empathy 

Children and teens have had different experiences during lockdown and may have 
different feelings about being back at school.  Understanding that other children 
may feel differently can help your child be a good friend. Before returning to school 
remind your child that some of their friends will feel more nervous than others.  If your 
child has been in a ‘friendship bubble’ with only a small number of friends, 
encourage them to include those who have not.  Being empathetic towards others 
and acknowledging how they are feeling will not only help your child socially, it is 
also an important socioemotional skill to master. 
 
Give it time  

It’s important to be aware that any transition can take time and every child will be 
different. Some will bounce back into their old routines immediately, while others will 
take longer to readjust. Remember that being away from school and then returning 
to a changed environment can cause anxiety and stress. Problem solve any 
concerns or issues together and write down strategies that will help your child to 
cope.  

Seek support 

It is normal to feel anxious and worried about returning to school. You and your child 
might have lots of thoughts, questions or worries – encourage your child to let their 
sub-school leader or teaching staff know if they need extra support. 
 
If you observe any concerning and sustained changes in your child’s behaviour as 
they navigate the return to school, the Health, Wellbeing and Engagement Team or 
your GP can help connect them with additional support. Other resources that can 
help include Parentline, Kids Helpline, Beyond Blue, or Headspace. 
 
For more information check out:  

• Helping children transition back to school in the COVID-19 era 
• Help your teenager transition back to school - Beyond Blue 
• Managing your childs transition back to school - Beyond Blue 

                                                                         Admin News
2021 Yearbooks are now available to order via COMPASS Course Confirmation. Orders will be taken until the first week 
of December and these will be available early next year. The 2020 Yearbooks should arrive before the end of this term 
and will be given out as soon as they get here.

Fee payments can be made via the Course Confirmation section of COMPASS. To access this from a computer you 
need to click on the 9 dots at the top of the COMPASS screen, only accessible via parent login. If you are accessing 
COMPASS from a mobile you need to click on the three lines at the top left of the screen, open in browser, and then 
click on the 9 dots at the top of the screen, only accessible via parent login.”
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                                                        Community News

BECOME A

WICKERCHICK

IN 2022
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Scan the QR Code to Register!
Or register at www.berwicknetballclub.com.au
For more info contact info@berwicknetballclub.com.au 
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SCAN ME!

Transitioning to the New Normal
A FREE,  FOUR WEEK PROGRAM ONLINE

Parents Building Solutions

Wednesdays, 10th November -  
 1st December 2021

12.30 p.m. - 2.00 p.m.

Online - Zoom

Coming out of lockdown and re-
establishing family routines may feel
like an obstacle...

Would you like to explore how to re-
establish school and home routines?

Do you feel you may need strategies to
respond to your child's uncertainty and
anxiety?

Would it be helpful to find ways to
prepare for a summer holiday that may
look different to what it usually does?

DATE:

TIME:

WHERE:

For enquiries contact:

Carey Cole at Parentzone
03 9781 6767 or 0437 428 281
carey.cole@anglicarevic.org.au

OR to register, scan the QR code

Would you like to learn how to

plan and deliver sports events?

Would you like to share your

passion and knowledge? 

Are you interested in sports? When: Every Tuesday, from 9 November

Venue: 39 Clow Street, Dandenong

Time: 4.30pm–6.30pm

 Free, registration essential

For further information and to register 

please contact Youth and Family Services on

9793 2155 or visit youth.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au

Join our

Youth Sports

Committee
today!

All COVIDSafe guidelines will be fully met to ensure 
public safety for this program. To meet COVIDSafe 
requirements, please be aware some programs may 
be moved online or cancelled.

This is a fully supervised, no alcohol, no drugs and 
no smoking program.

AgES 12-25

Community notices are published here to support our local community. These activities are not run in partnership with Kambrya College, nor do they reflect 
the opinions or values of the College.


